Unit 4:4 – The Romantic Era
The Romantic Movement

· First half of 19th century

· Defined—reaction agt much of the thought of the Enlightenment, esp. excessive emphasis on supremacy of reason
· Characteristics

· Emphasized feelings, emotions, faith, imagination, spontaneity 
· revival of medieval-like form of Christianity (faith, not reason based)
· revival of art, lit, architecture of medieval times

· interested in folklore, folk songs, and fairy tales

· fascination w/ dreams, hallucinations, other supernatural phenomena showed belief in life beyond empirical evidence, reason

· enchanted w/ nature

· reverence of history – history as important, exciting, beautiful

Romantic Literature

· described as all literature that did not observe classical forms and rules and gave free play to imagination

· mvmt peaked in Germany and England before it came to France

· The English Romantic Poets
· Mostly in realm of Poetry
· Coleridge (1772-1834)

· master of Gothic poems

· “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

· “Kubla Khan” – Mongol dynasty founder – written after a dream

· Wordsworth (1770-1850)

· Coleridge’s closest friend

· 1798 – published Lyrical Ballads w/ Coleridge

· children most close to spiritual world having more recently come from 

· nature has power to elevate and instruct

· Lord Byron (1788-1824)

· championed personal liberty

· one of most successful romantic poets

· Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)
· Many works based on ancient Greek plays, poems, etc.

· John Keats (1795-1821)
· Wrote some of the most beautiful poetry

· The German Romantic Writers

· romantic novels—highly sentimental, borrowed from medieval romantics

· Goethe (1749-1832)

· Part of the Sturm und Drang mvmt in Germany 
· storm and stress—emphasized emotion

· Faust (1808, 1832)

· Faust makes pact w/ devil – exchange soul for grtr knowledge
· Brothers Grimm

· Collection of German tradition folk stories in Grimm’s Fairy Tales
· French Romantic Writers
· Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870)
· Exciting tales like Count of Monte Cristo, Three Musketeers
Romantic Painting

· Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863)

· illegitimate son of Talleyrand

· dramatic, colorful scenes that stirred emotions

· Liberty Leading the People – about Fr. Rev. 1830
· English painters

· Joseph M.W. Turner (1775-1851) and John Constable (1776-1837)

· both fascinated by nature

· popular landscape painters

· Francisco Goya (1746-1828)

· Mainly known for paintings depicting brutal suppression of Sp. rebels by Nap’s army

· Third of May 1808

Romantic Music

· Goal to evoke many different emotions

· Bigger orchestras by adding wind instruments

· Beethoven (1770-1827)

· first great master of the symphony

· also piano concertos, one opera, piano/violin sonatas

· Wagner (1813-1883)
· Inspired by Germ. past

· Famous for operas, Flight of the Valkyrie

Romantic Philosophy and History
· Rousseau’s Inspiration
· Although shared reformist spirit of Enltmt, opposed many other facets

· romantic writers liked his ideas that society, materialism had corrupted ppl

· romantics took this as supporting rights of nature over artificial society

· numerous romantic histories of countries written during this time

· Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
· wrote 2 most important

· The Critique of Pure Reason (1781)

· The Critique of Practical Reason (1788)

· accept rationalism of Enlightenment, but also preserve belief in human freedom of the mind
· faith, intuition can lead you to belief in God, life after death with rewards or punishments, 

· human mind forms sensory experience

· G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831)

· Follower of Kant, lover of history

· History arises through series of conflicts

· predominant set of ideas—thesis – holds sway at any given time

· challenged by conflicting ideas—antithesis

· new idea emerges from this conflict—synthesis

· becomes new thesis

· all periods of history important b/c all contributed to future achievements

· all cultures are valuable b/c each contributes
Religion in the Romantic Period
· appealed to inner emotions

· romantics found God in nature

· Pietism

· If Enltmt = deism (rel. rationalism), Romantic Era = Pietism (rel emotion)

· Defined – reaffirmed faith, emotion, personal devotion to Jesus

· Methodism

· originated in 18th century as revolt agt deism and rationalism of Ch. of Eng.

· John Wesley (1703-1791)

· Originally an Anglican priest
· 1739—conversion experience – “My heart felt strangely warm”

· soon found he couldn’t preach in Anglican churches

· he and brother Chas became famous for writing hymns

· by late 18th c, Methodists had become sep church

· stressed inward, heartfelt religion with practical piety
· emphasized emotion

· worked against social evils or alcohol, slavery
· worked a great deal with urban poor

· achieved greatest success in Am. w/ missionaries

· Catholic Revival
· Revived b/c of Romantics emphasis of a return to traditional rel. beliefs

· Cath revival in France after Thermidorian Reaction

· Chateaubriand—The Genius of Christianity
· “Bible of romanticism”

· essence of religion is passion

· Jesuit order reestablished – had been suppressed during Enltmt

