Unit 4:3 – The Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe

The Congress of Vienna and the European Settlement
· First Treaty of Paris (May 1814)
· Eur. nations had to decide what to do after Nap’s conquest

· Began meeting even before Nap’s full defeat at Waterloo
· Quad. Alliance offered First Treaty of Paris – May 1814

· France would lose all lands conquered by Nap. and borders return

· Rejected by Nap. who returned for Hundred Days

· Congress of Vienna—started meeting Sept 1814, finished Nov 1815

· Met to make changes in Eur., clean up after Napoleon

· numerous ppl from many countries attended, but 4 great powers in charge
· GB, Austria, Prussia, Russia

· Important leaders/representatives of the 4 powers

· Austria – host: Francis I; active participant: Metternich (for. minister)

· Conservative – liberalism, nationalism threat to Aus. Empire
· Advocated intervention in places where Con. Order threatened

· GB –Castlereagh (for. Secretary)

· Shared conservative views; wanted balance of power

· Russia – Tsar Alexander I

· In agreement w/ others but wanted more territory, esp. Poland

· Prussia – Hardenberg (represented King Fred. William II)

· Maintain balance of power

· France – Talleyrand (Louis XVIII’s for. Minister) – not 1 of 4 powers 
· Tried to represent a defeated France & get as much as possible

· 5 Big Goals of the 4 Powers

· wanted to keep France from doing it again – not punish it

· wanted to keep a balance of pwr – no single state should dominate Eur.
· balance compensation – when 1 state gains, others are compensated
· restore legitimate rulers (hereditarial monarchies) from pre-Rev. days
· reward themselves for defeating Nap., penalize those who helped him

· Restoring Legitimate Rulers

· Talleyrand convinced Cong. to restore Bourbons to Spanish throne too

· Other rulers restored: major Italian states

· Main exception: Germ. States – instead crated 39 new loosely tied states called German Confederation
· Territorial Settlements
·  Russia – wanted lots of Poland but others objected (feared Rus. Pwr)
· Got some of Polish territory it wanted

· Prussia – gained Germ state lands & Rhineland to act as buffer to Fr.
· Netherlands – got Aust. Neths. (Belgium) also to act as buffer

· Piedmont-Sardinia (Ital. State) – acquired Genoa, also to act as buffer

· Austria – given control of N. Ital. States, dominated Germ. Confed.

· GB – gained lucrative colonial holdings, esp. from French & Dutch

· Second Treaty of Paris (Nov. 1815)

· Came after Nap’s defeat at Waterloo

· Terms more severe than First Treaty of Paris but Talleyrand able to keep some harsh terms at bay
· France got 1790 borders

· France paid indemnity to allies
· France had to accept allied occupation of some military forts 

· Holy Alliance

· proposed by Alex I

· monarchs promised to act together according to Christian principles

· signed by Austria and Prussia, but not GB

· became symbol for extreme political reaction

· not much lasting importance, though

· Quadruple Alliance was renewed in Nov 1815 

· Goal: to maintain peace

· determined to prevent war—never before in European history

· solve problems through consultation and agreement

· laid groundwork for Concert of Europe

· Congress of Vienna Summed Up
· The Good

· France accepted new situation – kinda had to!
· treaties now made b/t states and not b/t monarchs

· open mkt trading between pwrful countries

· did keep Eur. from general warfare for 100 years

· The Bad

· Cong. of Vienna often criticized b/c didn’t draw boundaries culturally
· but couldn’t have known the wave of natlism that would be unleashed

The Concert of Europe
· Series of Congresses held in early 19th century; Cong. Of Vienna had been the first
· Purpose 

· maintain balance of pwr established at Congress of Vienna

· maintain Conservative Order

· Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle
· Met 1818 and decided Fr. had paid its dues 

· occupation could end & it could join Quad. Alliance

· created the Quintuple Alliance

· Congresses of Troppau and Laibach
· Held 1820 to deal w/ revolutions in Spain and Kingdom of the 2 Sicilies

· Powers decided they should intervene to quiet the revolutions 

· Aust intervened in Kingdom of 2 Sicilies

· Only GB disagreed with interventionist policy

· Congress of Verona

· Allowed France to intervene in Spanish revolution to restore absolute authority to the Bourbon king

· GB again disagreed and basically withdrew from Quint. Alliance

