Unit 4:1 – The French Revolution

The Old Regime – aka Ancien Régime refers to the period before 1789 and Fr. Rev.

· Major Features

· European society based on:

· aristocratic elites w/ lots of inherited privileges

· churches tied to state and aristocracy

· urban labor force organized into guilds

· rural peasantry w/ high taxes and feudal dues

· maintenance of tradition

· nobles and peasants called for return of traditional rights

· nobles—rights agt monarchical bureaucracies

· peasants—rights that allowed them access to certain lands, courts,

      grievance procedures

· quality and quantity of grain harvest was most impt fact of life

· laws of dress of the different classes

· to make social hierarchy clearly visible

· Characteristics of the French Aristocracy

· 400K nobles – largest nobility population in Europe
· Owned 1/5 land

· exempt from taxes

· didn’t pay taille (land tax)

· not liable for corvées (public work groups – fell on peasants)

· could collect dues from tenants

· income came from their land holdings

France after Louis XIV

· remained great power, though less strong

· all other European countries were hurt too (Louis’s wars)

· needed period of economic recovery, better political leadership, less ambitious foreign policy

· didn’t really get it

· Louis XV  (r. 1715-1774)

· great-grandson of Louis XIV

· relationship with the nobility
· Duke of Orléans, early regent to Louis XV decided to bring nobility back into decision-making in gov’t

· Louis XIV had used many non-nobles on local level (parlements)
· Versailles had made the nobility lazy and no desire to govern

· nobles still wanted to assert rights over monarch, though
· nobility attempted to use parlements to limit monarch’s power

· couldn’t legislate but could recognize or not the legality of act/law by monarch

· had typically been forced by Louis XIV to validate all laws

· Duke of Orléans gave them full restitution of power

· became nat’l centers for aristocratic resistance

· Cardinal Fleury

· 1726—became chief minister

· realist like Richelieu and Mazarin

· wanted to block influence of nobility – realized their incapacity

· determined to give France period of peace

· tried to solve financial problems

· got better, but never stabilized

· couldn’t keep Fr. from entering war w/ Austria & Prus.; undid most of econ. successes

· never trained Louis to become successful monarch

· France suffered from lack of political leadership

The Crisis of the French Monarchy

· Louis XVI and the Need for New Taxes  (r. 1774-1792)

· wanted to regain pop support so continued to support parlements
· parlements defended cause arguing liberty, reform agt the monarchy

· used ideas of Enlightenment

· wanted to give selves genuine role in gov’t

· France’s helping America made the situation worse

· larger debt, no new sources of revenue

· Jacques Necker—finance minister under Louis XVI
· public report suggested situation wasn’t so bad

· if expenses from Am Rev were removed, then budget was at surplus

· large portion of royal expenses went toward aristocrats and court favorites

· continued same old policy of borrowing and spending that had hurt Fr. finances for years

· fired by Louis XVI then recalled, showing King didn’t know what to do
· Decided to call the Estates General – hadn’t been called since 1614

The Revolution of 1789 
· Background

· economic downturn of 1787-1788

· horrible harvests brought high prices, esp. bread, in 1789

· wages couldn’t keep up

· winter 1788-1789 was unusually cold

· 3 Estates
· 1st—clergy

· 2nd—nobility               
· 3rd—everyone else

· Bourgeoisie – top of 3rd est.; wealthy members of mercht class
· Discontent b/c 1st & 2nd still got best jobs & wanted more pol. power and fewer economic restrictions
· Rural Peasants

· Discontent b/c of high tax burden – esp. w/ gabelle (salt tax), and corvée
· Urban Workers

· Discontent b/c wages low and slight rise in price of bread could mean starvation
· Debate Over Organization and Voting

· aristocracy moved to limit 3rd Estates’ influence

· Sept 1788—Parlement of Paris voted that each Estate would have one vote and that all would vote by order
· ensured 1st and 2nd would dominate 3rd
· confirmed suspicions of 3rd Estate that nobility wanted to limit them
· Dec 1788—king announced 3rd Estate would elect twice as many reps

· 1st and 2nd estates – 300 each, 3rd Estate - 600

· Known as the doubling of the Third

· 3rd Estate could easily dominate…but only if voting was by head, not by order

· method of voting still not decided by time Estates Gen. gathered in May 1789
· The Cahiers de Doléances
· King had each Estate create one

· lists of grievances to be presented to king at meeting
· criticisms of gov’t waste, indirect taxes, church corruption, etc

· wanted more periodic mtgs of Ests. General, more equitable taxes, free press
· overall, demanded equality of rights

· The Third Estate Creates the National Assembly

· May 1789 – Louis XVI says estates should meet separately and vote in order

· This is what 3rd estate feared would be – they would be outvoted by 2% of pop
· 3rd Estate refused to sit as separate order (per king)

· June 1, 1789—3rd Estate invited clergy, nobles to join them

· a few lower members did

· June 17, 1789—declared itself National Assembly

· The Tennis Court Oath

· June 20—locked out of mtg place, so moved to tennis court

· vowed to continue to meet until they had given France a constitution

· Tennis Court Oath

· Louis XVI ordered Nat’l Assembly to stop

· large group of clergy and impt nobles joined them

· June 27—king gave in

· formally requested 1st and 2nd Estates to sit w/ Nat’l Assembly

· provided for voting by head

· gov’t of France would’ve been transformed

· monarchy could have cooperated w/ Nat’l Assembly

· middle-class moderates could have controlled gov’t

· The Fall of the Bastille

· Louis appeared to be contemplating disrupting Nat’l Assembly 
· Started amassing mercenaries around Paris

· July 11—fired Necker

· Seen as starting a fight with the city (very supptv. of Necker)

· marked beginning of his attempt to stop revolution & creation of Const. monarchy
· mustering of royal troops made ppl of Paris anxious

· winter/spring 1789—had already been a series of bread riots

· started organizing militia and collecting arms

· July 14, 1789

· more than 800 ppl marched to the Bastille in search of arms

· mostly shopkeepers, tradeppl, wage earners, artisans

· medieval prison, once held political prisoners

· represented all that ppl of Paris hated abt. the gov’t

· crowd stormed fortress, gained entrance

· released 7 prisoners, killed troops and governor

· After the Bastille
· militia of Paris—Nat’l Guard created
· led by Marquis de Lafayette

· new insignia—red, white, blue stripes (Tri-Color)
· Necker reinstated

· satisfied Parisians for time being

· The “Great Fear” and the Night of August 4

· rumors spread that troops and roving bands were going to be sent to rural districts to terrorize peasants
· also rumors of a coming famine

· result was huge peasant disturbances across countryside
· peasants burned nobility estates, destroyed legal documents, refused to pay feudal dues

· August 4, 1789

· aristocrats in Na’tl Assembly attempted to stop riots

· nobles and clerics renounced their feudal rights in the assembly

· all rights were surrendered (hunting/fishing, tax exemptn, etc)
· after this, all French ppl were subject to same and equal laws

· paved way for legal reconstruction of nation

· The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

· Nat’l Assembly decided it needed a statement of political principles before new constitution

· Aug 27—Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen issued
· drew on ideas of Enlightenment 

· all men born and remain free and equal in rights

· natural rights—“liberty, property, security, resistance to oppression”
· gov’ts existed to secure/protect rights

· included due process (legal, fair proceedings)

· presumption of innocence until proven guilty
· freedom of religion, press, assembly, petition, speech (our 1st amend)
· equitable tax system
· statements directed agt specific abuses of old regime

· specifically applied to men and not women

· is an example of moderate bourgeoisie values

· The Parisian Women’s March on Versailles

· Louis XVI hesitated before approving Declaration
· caused suspicion to grow that he might again use troops
· bread continued to be scarce

· Oct 5—7K Parisian women wielding weapons marched to Versailles demanding bread

· Louis agreed to demands of assembly due to intimidation
· ppl demanded Louis return to Paris

· Oct 6—royal family loaded up, went to Paris, never to return to Versailles

· Nat’l Assembly also moved to Paris (had been meeting at Vers.)
· relative peace and stability until summer 1792

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Reconstruction of France under the National Assembly (1789-1791)
· Confiscation of Church Lands – late 1789
· France still had problems w/ debt 

· new taxes were insufficient, not enough ppl to enforce them
· gov’t decided to finance debt by confiscating and then selling the land of the Catholic Church in France

· Assembly issued assignats—gov’t bonds

· Value was guaranteed by revenue to be generated from sale of church
      property

· Limit on number to be issued set initially but Assembly issued more to liquidate debt

· value began to fall, inflation increased

· The Civil Constitution of the Clergy

· issued by Assembly July 1790

· changed Catholic Church in France into a branch of the state

· priests and bishops to be elected—became employees of state

· all clergy had to swear oath in suppt of Civil Constitution or be removed

· huge mistake for Nat’l Assembly

· created bitterness b/t church and state 
· made many in Church oppose Revolution

· made avg. peasant angry who were devout Catholics
· pope condemned Civil Constitution of Clergy and Dec of Rights Man 

· began Roman Catholic attack of revolution

· Caths in France had a conflict—remain true to revolution or church?

· Creation of the Constitution of 1791

· Nat’l Assembly had continued to work on a new constitution since 1789
· Flight to Varennes

· June 20, 1791 – Louis, family disguised as servants, left Paris

· had been held in Tuileries basically under house arrest

· en route to Metz, got as far as Varennes

· king was recognized (face on a coin) & escorted to Paris

· Nat’l Assembly announced the king had been abducted

· attempt to save face and have suppt. for a const. monarchy

· Sept. 14, 1791 – king forced to accept Constitution of 1791

· Created a constitutional (limited) monarchy w/ sep. of powers

· political authority w/ unicameral Legislative Assembly
· would make all laws
· monarch only had suspensive veto to delay legislation

· assembly had powers of war and peace

· men paying a certain amount of taxes could vote

· Other National Assembly Reforms

· In regards to the nobility

· Abolished titles of nobility 

· Also abolished parlements (had been dominated by nobility)
· Legal system changes
· Elected judges & prosecutors

· No more torture

· Use of juries in criminal trials

· Reorganized local gov’t

· 83 departements created (like states) to replace old provinces
· Economic Changes

· Abolished guilds 

· followed laissez-faire policies instead of mercantilism

· Better tax system with land taxes

· Olympe de Gouge’s Declaration of the Rights of Women - 1791
· major revolutionary radical in Paris

· addressed to Marie Antoinette

· reprinted Dec. of Rights of Man but added “woman” in various parts

· demanded that women be regarded as citizens (not just wives, daughters, mothers)
· also rights that would allow women to own property

· equality of sexes in marriage, improved education for women
· Counterrevolutionary Activity

· émigrés—aristocrats who left France b/c of changes to social order
· settled in border countries & supptd counterrevolutionary dealings

· king’s younger brother, count of Artois included
· was the one who had persuaded king to attempt to leave

· Declaration of Pillnitz

· Aug 27, 1791—Emperor Leopold II of Austria

· brother of Marie Antoinette (& Joseph II, son of Maria Teresa)
· issued w/ Frederick William II of Prussia

· these 2 monarchs promised to intervene in France to protect royal family and preserve monarchy

· but only if the other major European powers agreed

· pointless b/c GB wouldn’t have joined in

· revolutionaries still saw this dec. as Fr. being surrounded by enemies

· Sept 1791—Nat’l Assembly drew to a close

· last act was measure forbidding any of its members to sit on the Legislative Assembly (being elected at the time)
Legislative Assembly

· Oct 1, 1791—first meeting of Legislative Assembly

· Only in power for < 1 year

· political divisions soon developed over future course of action
· Emergence of the Jacobins

· ppl w/in 3rd Estate had gathered into clubs of politically like-minded members
· most famous was Jacobins

· also had network of clubs throughout provinces

· most organized

· drew ideas from most radical thought of Enlightenment (Rousseau)
· had pressed for republic and not constitutional monarchy

· things that happened in summer 1791 led ppl to believe more and more that a republic was needed

· Girondists—group of Jacobins w/in Legislative Assembly that assumed leadership

· determined to tear down counterrevolution

· passed measure ordering émigrés to return home or lose property

· passed measure requiring clergy to suppt Civil Const. or lose pensions

· April 20, 1792—Girondists led Legislative Assembly in declaring war on Austria

· by this point ruled by Francis II & allied w/ Prussia

· thought this would preserve revolution and bring biggest revolutionaries to power

· Louis XVI and supporters also favored war—to strengthen executive power, restore Old Regime

· Fr. able to stop Prussian advance in 1792

· war radicalized rev. & led to 2nd one—overthrew constitutional monarchy and est’d republic

· War w/ Austria and Prussia

· July 1792—Prussia issued manifesto

· if royal family was harmed, he’d destroy Paris

· actually increased dislike for king

· Aug 10, 1792—crowd invaded Tuileries palace

· made Marie & Louis XVI take shelter in Legs. Assembly

· crowd fought royal Swiss guards – Massacre of Swiss Guard
· several 100 ppl dead

· royal family imprisoned, king stripped of power

· The Paris Commune
· Paris Commune – controlled Paris politics outside of Leg. Assem. 
· Radical committee of reps from city

· The September Massacres

· executed/murdered 1200 ppl who were in jail

· were aristocrats, priests assumed to be counterrevs.
· also convinced Leg Assem to call for election of new assembly

· wanted it elected by universal male suffrage

· wanted it to write democratic constitution

· got their wishes w/ creation of Convention

The National Convention

· Sept. 21, 1792— Nat’l Convention first met (named for Const. Conv. in Am)
· declared France a republic as its first act 
· made Fr. governed by elected assembly w/out monarch

· backed by Sans-culottes of Paris

· Goals of the Sans-culottes

· more radical Jacobins (than even Girondists)
·  not part of Convention though – controlled street politics
· “without breeches” – described working-class clothing
· shopkeepers, artisans, wage earners of Paris

· had been angry for a while b/c of bread shortages, actions of Nat’l Assembly that left them victims to unregulated ec.liberty

· basically wanted more gov’t help
· became huge factor in development of revolution
· resented social inequality

· didn’t like aristocracy and original rev leaders

· antimonarchical, even suspicious of representative gov’t

· thought ppl should make decisions—strongly republican

· everyone should own small amts of property & participate in politics

· universal suffrage, early socialism

· supporters of the Montagnards (the Mountain) in Convention

· The Mountain

· Came to dominate Convention more than Girondists

· Even more radical Jacobins

· Led by Robespierre, Danton, Marat

· Also had suppt. of Paris Commune
· The Policies of the Jacobins in Convention
· republicans like sans-culottes who wanted rep gov’t

· hated aristocracy and hereditary privilege but not suspicious of wealth
· extreme Jacobins plotted w/ leaders of sans-culottes, Paris Commune to overthrow monarchy

· Execution of Louis XVI

· Dec 1792—Louis XVI put on trial as Louis Capet
· Name he’d taken to try to appeal to citizens of Paris

· Girondists wanted to spare his life, but not the Mountain
· Louis was convicted of conspiracy agt. liberty of ppl & security of state by narrow majority

· beheaded Jan 21, 1793 – France now a republic
· Reforms of National Convention

· Abolished slavery

· Abolished primogeniture – land inheritance of eldest son

· Metric system

· No more imprisonment for debt

· Estates of Émigrés sold & land sold to peasants making most landowners

· De-Christianization

· Created new calendar dating from first day of French Republic

· 12 months of 30 days each

· names of months associated w/ climate and seasons

· 10 day week; every 10th day was a holiday—no Sundays

· Notre Dame declared “Temple of Reason”

· Conv. sent ppl to provinces to enforce de-Christianization

· closed churches, persecuted clergy/believers 

· aroused opposition

· provinces started to deeply oppose revolutionary gov’t in Paris

· Rev. really starting to experience problems

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Europe’s Reaction to the Revolution
· In the Beginning…

· Europe was ambivalent

· ppl who favored reform saw revolution as good reorganizing of bad gov’t

· major Eur. powers thought rev. would keep Fr. out of things for a few years

· Edmund Burke Attacks the Revolution

· 1790—Reflections on the Revolution in France
· saw reconstruction of French gov’t as not such a good thing

· warned revolutionaries weren’t looking at many factors

· complex social relations

· historical implications of political development

· predicted further turmoil as ignorant ppl tried to govern France

· as revolutionaries attacked church, monarchy, rest of Europe, Burke gained many supporters

· became handbook for European conservatives for a long time

· when war broke out in 1792, rest of Europe finally saw danger in France

· Suppression of Reform in Britain

· William Pitt the Younger (PM) turned agt reform and popular movements

· suppressed reform groups
· son of the Elder who had orchestrated 7 Years’ War in the colonies
· Parl’s reaction approval to suspend habeas corpus, 
· Said it was now possible to commit treason through writing

· groups who tried to oppose gov’t faced sedition

· Continuation of the War: European Offensive

· Feb—Convention declared war on GB, Holland, Spain

· Prussia renewed offensive and drove French out of Belgium

· Girondist army leader who won at Valmy deserted to Prussia

· when Fr. invaded Aust. Netherlands (Belg) rest of Europe got moving

· Convention declared it would help other ppl trying to get rid of monarchical/aristocratic oppression

· France now at war w/ Austria, Prussia, GB, Spain, Sardinia, Holland

· these gov’ts allied as First Coalition

· war caused new radical political actions in France

· new kind of war—not protection of nat’l borders

· now, defense of new republican social/political order

· ppl knew their new order was in danger

· gov’t did whatever it could to protect new order

· began Reign of Terror 
· The Levée en Masse in France
· Convention had to wage war while also securing support at home

· Several uprisings to challenge French gov’t such as Vendée in W. France

· June 1793—sans-culottes invaded Conv., demanded expulsion of Girondists

· made Conv more radical and gave Montagnards complete control

· June 22—Convention approved fully democratic constitution, but delayed it until war’s end (never implemented)

· Aug 23—issued levée en masse

· military requisition on entire pop

· male conscription

· elderly, women, children helping any way they could

· economic shift to military production

· Sept 17—ceiling on prices issued (makes sans-culottes happy)

· armies crushed counterrevolutionary moves in provinces

The Reign of Terror

· period btwn summer 1793 to July 1794 when Rev. leaders used executions & violence to defend the Rev. & suppress internal enemies

· gov’t organized itself into committees

· each to organize French nat’l life

· actually suppressed many liberties

· Establishment of the Committee of Public Safety

· est’d April 1793
· became most impt committee to carry out executive duties

· leaders:

· Jacques Danton – helped create Convention
· Maximilien Robespierre – had most pwr for a time
· saw their job as saving revolution for enemies at home and abroad
· worked w/ sans-culottes

· The “Republic of Virtue” 
· Led by Comm Pub Safety and Robespierre

· ppl believed they had created a “republic of virtue”

· civic virtue (sacrificing self for good of community) to replace selfishness, aristocratic corruption

· ppl were to do what was best for the republic

· policies in name of public virtue

· women excluded from active political life

· France was completely de-Christianized

· revolutionary tribunals used for justice
· renamed streets to reflect egalitarian vocab

· styles of clothing reflected sans-culottes or Roman Republic

· no one wore powdered wigs

· Jacobins were base of power

· depended on support of sans-culottes

· core value—upholding public over private good
· Robespierre’s Justification of Terror

· Used Republic of Virtue

· Robespierre was embodiment of virtue defended by terror

· “Terror is nothing but prompt, severe, inflexible justice; it is therefore an emancipation of virtue”

· Committee Public Safety did away w/ due process

· justified by war they said

· Repression of Revolutionary Activities of Women

· Society of Revolutionary Republican Women founded May 1793
· to fight internal enemies of revolution

· saw themselves as militant citizens

· initially welcomed by Jacobins

· became increasingly radical

· wanted stricter price controls

· brawls w/ women who didn’t suppt radical revolution

· basically doing as Jacobins, sans-culottes did but this upset men
· Oct 1793—Convention banned all women’s clubs and societies

· Olympe de Gouges

· Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen published 1791
· Had been fairly accepted at first

· But then opposed Terror & accused certain Jacobins of corruption

· tried and guillotined—Nov 1793

· women also excluded from serving in army

· exclusions of women were justified as elements of republic of virtue

· used Rousseau’s arguments for separate spheres

· men would be active citizens in political/military sphere

· women would be active in domestic sphere

· Revolutionary Tribunals

· est’d summer 1793

· purpose—to try enemies of republic

· definition of “enemy” was uncertain, and changed over time

· those who would help other countries

· those who endangered Republic of Virtue

· even republicans who opposed policies of gov’t

· ppl the tribunals condemned were beheaded

· first victims

· Marie Antoinette and royal family

· some aristocrats

· certain Girondists who had been prominent in Legislative Assembly

· early 1794—Terror moved to provinces

· deputies oversaw execution of 1000s of ppl 

· mostly peasants seen as internal opposition to revolution
· Nantes—several 100 ppl tied to rafts and drowned

· victims were from every class, including sans-culottes

· The End of the Terror

· Revolutionaries Turn against Themselves

· Paris, late winter 1794—Robespierre turned Terror agt political figures

· March 24—execution of extreme sans-culottes
· even Danton himself—accused of being not militant enough, gaining money from rev, etc

· Robes. took out any other leadership that might threaten his position

· June 10—Law of 22 Prairial (date)
· permitted rev. tribunal to convict ppl w/o substantial evidence

· Fall of Robespierre

· May 1794—Robespierre abolished “Reason” and replaced it w/ the “Cult of the Supreme Being”

· “Reason” was too abstract for most ppl

· July 26—Robespierre made speech declaring that other leaders were conspiring agt him

· July 27—Ninth of Thermidor

· members of Convention shouted him down when he got up to make a speech

· he was arrested that night, executed the next day

· sans-culottes turned their backs b/c he took their leaders
· Jacobins wouldn’t help b/c they feared becoming his next victims

· The Terror, Summed Up

· more than 25K ppl killed

· largest numbers in peasants and sans-culottes

· by summer 1794, provincial uprisings (like Vendee) going well
· war agt foreign powers going well

The Thermidorian Reaction – began July 1794 (month of Thermidor)

· tempering of the revolution

· destroyed old machine of terror

· instituted new constitutional regime

· ppl thought revolution had become too radical

· new influence of wealthy middle-class bourgeoisie in Convention

· had been leadership of original Rev.
· Convention allowed Girondists to come back (had been in prison or hiding)
· amnesty for political prisoners

· Convention restructured Committee of Public Safety

· less power
· some (not all) ppl responsible for Terror were executed

· Paris Jacobin club was closed & those in provinces forbidden to meet
· “The White Terror” -ppl involved in R of T were attacked, murdered throughout Fr.
· Jacobins executed w/ little due process

· street gangs beat up known Jacobins

· Changes

· dress of sans-culottes disappeared

· everything the Terror had changed went back to the way it was 

· breakdown of “republic of virtue” w/ return of prostitutes, plays, parties
· ppl wore red ribbons arnd necks in honor of ppl who died during the Terror

· allowed Catholic svcs to be held – revival of Cath worship

· repealed law making divorce more equitable for wmn – lost what little gained
· wanted to return family life to how it was before revolution 
Establishment of the Directory

· democratic constitution of 1793 (never implemented) was abandoned
· Convention issued Constitution of Year III

· reflected rejection of constitutional monarchy and full democracy

· 2-house legislature

· executive body was 5-person Directory 

· chosen by Elders from list by Five Hundred

· voting by property qualifications (only soldiers allowed to vote w/out)
· system based on property ownership – added to wealth of bourg.
· property redistribution – let peasants benefit monetarily from rev. the most
· Removal of the Sans-Culottes from Political Life

· Convention severed ties w/ sans-culottes
· repealed price ceiling – ended gov’t regulation
· winter 1794-95—worse food shortages of period

· food riots—Convention put these down by force

· royalists in Paris rose agt Conv. to take advntge of sans-cl’s discontent
· gov’t used force agt rebels

· Napoleon commanded cannon agt rebels
· Treaties of Basel (March, June 1795)—ended war w/ Prussia and Spain

· legislators afraid of resurgence of radicals in upcoming elections

· ruled that at least 2/3 of new legislature must have been members of older body

· Directory intended to resist social change that might endanger property

· problems it never overcame:

· suppression of sans-culottes

· narrow franchise

· rule of 2/3

· Catholic royalist revival

· Directory lacked broad-based support

· still at war w/ GB and Austria, therefore needed support

· Directory came to depend on power of army

· all soldiers could vote

· officers eager for power

· had growing power in France

· Enter Napoleon!
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