Unit 3:1 – The 18th Century Struggle for Power
Periods of European Overseas Empires

· Phase 1

· European exploration, discovery, initial conquest, settlement of New World

· Portugal and Netherlands to SE Asia; Spain to New World
· over by end 17th c

· Phase 2

· Mercantile empires

· colonial trade rivalry—Spain, France, GB

· large navies and therefore naval wars

Mercantile Empires and Rivalries
· Treaty of Utrecht (1713) – ended War of Sp. Succession
· Spain

· all of mainland S America except Brazil

· N America—Florida, Mexico, California, Southwest

· Central America, Cuba, Puerto Rico, ½ of Hispaniola

· Britain

· North Atlantic seaboard

· Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Jamaica, Barbados

· trading stations on Indian subcontinent

· Gibraltar and Minorca from Spain – control of Mediterranean
· 30 year Asiento contract to supply slaves to New Spain

· France

· St. Lawrence River, OH, MS River valley

· West Indies—St. Domingue, Guadeloupe, Martinique

· stations in India

· Netherlands

· Surinam (Dutch Guiana)—S America

· Ceylon, Bengal, Java (Indonesia) – S. Pacific – set up supremacy here
· Mercantilist Goals

· gov’t closely regulated trade, commerce in hopes of increasing nat’l wealth
· favorable trade balance of gold and silver bullion
· measure of country’s wealth

· only wealthy if had more than rivals

· assumed modest levels of economic growth

· mainly due to outlook of scarce resources & econ. limitation

· wealth of one nation grew at cost to another nation

· pre-Ind. Rev. thinking 

· primary concern was economic well-being of home country

· colonies provided market and natural resources

· in return, home countries supplied military protection, political administration

· colonies, home countries only traded w/ each other – nat’l monopolies
· created economic dependence in colonies

· mercantilism is neater on paper than in practice

· colonial and home markets didn’t mesh

· colonists wanted to trade w/ each other (internat’lly)

· home countries couldn’t produce enough for colonies

· colonists wanted to produce own products but not allowed

· French-British Rivalry

· Not solved by Treaty of Utrecht

· huge quarrels in N America

· coveted same lands (St. Lawrence, Oh River valleys, upper N. Eng
· rivalries over fishing rights, fur trade, alliances w/ Natives

· heart of conflict in West Indies

· raised cash crops that were becoming part of daily life in Europe
· esp. sugar – limitless demand in Eur.

· tea, coffee, indigo, cotton, tobacco
· issues over India

· both GB and Fr had chartered companies that had legal monopolies

· trade was marginal—India as springboard to China

· gov’t of India started to break down, so each GB and Fr saw opportunities to take over

Mid-Eighteenth Century Wars

· Expanding Empires + Expanding trade networks + major rivalries = WAR

· Quadruple Alliance – preserved peace after wars of Louis XIV until 1733

· Btwn Eng., France, Neths., Austria – all about keeping Balance of Power
· The War of Jenkins’s Ear

· West Indies was hotbed of trade rivalry—Spain v. England

· Utrecht  had provided Asiento privilege in Sp. trade but Britain took it further 

· Engaged in piracy w/ a vengence

· Spain began launching coastal patrols 

· 1731—fight broke out during a patrol

· Spaniards cut off ear of Eng. Captain Robert Jenkins

· Jenkins kept his ear, and nothing more was said until 1738

· 1738—Jenkins went before Parl, ear in tow, to discuss Sp. atrocities towards British merchants

· 1739—war w/ Spain

· opening encounter of series of wars leading up to 1815

· The War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748)

· Frederick the Great (r. 1740-1786)

· Greatest Prussian leader of 18th century

· Fully established Prussia’s position as a great Eur. Power

· Continued support of strong military and reorganized gov’t

· More to come w/ Enltd. despotism

· Dec 1740—Fred t.G. seized Silesia from Aust. (rounded out Prus. holdings)

· Challenge to Pragmatic Sanction

· Began War of Aust. Succession

· Maria Theresa Preserves the Hapsburg Empire

· Maria Theresa was able to preserve the empire, when it seemed like conditions were right for revolts, invasions, etc

· won huge support from subjects for her heroism and also b/c she granted nobility privileges

· recognized Hungary as most impt – promised Magyars local pwr

· didn’t regain Silesia and lost power of monarchy to nobility but preserved state

· The 2 Wars Collide: France Draws Great Britain into the War

· 2 disputes could’ve remained separate, but then there was France

· France decided to help Prussia agt Austria (more traditional enemy – Haps.)

· oops…bad decision

· new power in Prussia (later bcm Germ) endangered France

· French entry brought Britain in too (Britain more friendly w/ Aust.)
· 1744—France decided to support Spain agt Britain in New World

· Bourbon ties to Sp. Throne (started w/ Phil V. – Louis XIV’s grdson)
· 1748—stalemate w/ Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle

· Prussia kept Silesia

· Spain renewed asiento w/ Britain (contract for slaves)

· Brit/Fr. holdings remained the same as what was granted in Utrecht

· more of a truce than a permanent peace

· The “Diplomatic Revolution” of 1756

· Basically, a reversal of alliances (Brit. w/ Aust. and Fr. w/ Prus.)

· Jan 1756—Britain and Prussia signed Convention of Westminster

· defensive alliance to prevent foreign troops from entering Germanies

· Prus. recognized Brit. holdings in Hanover (Georges who ruled after William/Mary and Anne came from there)
· Fred. II also feared invasions by both Rus, Fr.

· Britain just joined sides w/ Austria’s enemy

· Maria Theresa’s foreign minister was delighted

· wanted excuse for an alliance w/ France to help end Prus. pwr

· May 1756 signed defensive alliance w/ Fr. reversing policy of Fr. vs. Aust since 16th cent.

· France was now fighting to restore Austria supremacy over Prus.

· The Seven Years’ War (1756-1763)

· France and Britain continued to fight for colonial dominance despite Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle at same time problems re-develop on continent
· The Continental War – Prus. vs. Much of Eur.

· Frederick II Opens Hostilities - again

· Aug 1756—invaded Saxony (E. Germ. Principality & Aust. ally)

· spring 1757—Aust/Fr. alliance joined by Sweden, some Germ. states and Russia later

· Prussia saved by

· Britain’s financial aid

· Elizabeth of Russia died

· heir Peter III loved Frederick and made peace

· Treaty of Hubertusburg of 1763

· ended continental war

· no real changes – Silesia still Prus., Prus. still pwrful

· From now on, Fred. II known as “the Great”

· The Colonial War – Brit vs. Fr.

· William Pitt’s (the elder) Strategy for Winning North America

· Brit secretary of state – in charge of war

· One who decided to give money to Frederick the Great

· Saw opportunity and wanted all of N America east of MS River

· sent more than 40K troops agt French

· Brit. colonists helped and Fr. defeated

· Known as Fr. & Indian war in colonies

· French gov’t unwilling to spend same amt and lost

· The Treaty of Paris of 1763

· ended internat’l war

· Britain rec’d Canada, OH R valley, eastern ½ of MS R valley

· the war, summed up (Both continental and colonial)
· Britain came to dominate trade

· Brit. control of India

· 10s of 1000s of ppl killed

· fought around the globe

· Prussia permanently gained Silesia

· HRE was more or less gone – Prussia pretty much in control

· France no longer a threat

· GB emerged a world power

· French ppl convinced that reforms were needed

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The American Revolution in Europe

· Resistance to the Imperial Search for Revenue

· British gov’t had 2 problems (after 1763 treaty)

· huge cost of empire

· huge new territory to organize

· 1763 – Proclamation said colonists couldn’t settle beyond App. mtns.

· 1764 – 1767 Numerous acts passed to collect taxes

· British gov’t saw these acts as legal b/c they were passed by Parl

· colonists angry b/c no representation in Parl.

· pattern est’d

· Parl would approve legislation

· colonists would resist

· Parl would repeal legislation

· w/ each clash, Americans cont. to develop ideas of pol. liberty

· The Crisis and Independence

· by April 1775—Lexington and Concord

· May 1775—2nd Continental Congress

· July 4, 1776—Declaration of Independence

· 1777 – Battle of Saratoga turning point defeat of GB

· 1778—became world event, when Franklin persuaded France to help colonists

· 1779—Spain helped colonists

· 1781—ended w/ Cornwallis’ defeat at Yorktown
· 1783—Treaty of Paris est. Am. Independence & gave some land to Fr & Sp.
· American Political Ideas

· similar to 17th c English aristocrats when dealing w/ Stuarts

· looked to Glorious Revolution of 1688 as foundation for liberties

· colonists claimed that George III was destroying this

· turned to Locke’s political ideas

The Rise of Catherine the Great & Partitions of Poland
· Catherine the Great of Russia (r. 1762-1796)

· Peter the Great’s successors

· determined by nobles and army

· Cath the Germ. Wife of Peter III (r. 1762)

· widely thought of as demented

· made peace w/ Frederick the Great in Seven Years’ War

· Cath. approved Peter’s murder a few months after he bcm tsar

· proclaimed empress, surprisingly w/ much popular support
· spoke Rus language, converted to Rus. Orthodoxy

· Administrative Reform & the Nobility
· strongly supported rights and local power of nobility

· reorganized local gov’t to solve problems

· most local offices in hands of nobles

· Charter of the Nobility

· guaranteed nobles many rights and privileges including power over their serfs
· Catherine had no choice but to favor nobles

· they had power to overthrow her
· undid many of Peter the Great’s centralization efforts to limit nobility

· Pugachev’s Rebellion (1773-1775)

· Pugachev promised serfs land and freedom, proclaimed himself the “true” czar and issued decrees abolishing serfdom, etc

· 1000s of serfs joined him in killing landlords and officials

· largest peasant uprising of  18th c.

· suppressed by gov’t – stopped any moves to make serfs lives better

· Territorial Expansion

· continued quest for warm-water ports

· Ottomans declared war on Russia 1769
· 1774—Treaty of Kuchuk-Kainardji

· gave Russia direct outlet to Black Sea, free navigation

· Crimea bcm independent, annexed by Catherine 1783

· Catherine made protector of orthodox Christians living in Ottoman Empire (will lead to future conflict w/ them
· The Partitions
· Austria not happy about Russia’s successes along Danube agt. Ottomans
· also wanted to expand in same direction

· Otts. started asking Prussians for help

· Cath. had lover put on throne in Poland

· Could have turned into war btwn. Aust/Prus/Rus

· 1st Partition of Poland (1772)

· Frederick the Great’s proposal accepted by all 3 
· Russia would abandon conquered Danube area

· in return would receive large portion of Polish territory w/ 2M ppl

· Prussia gained territory b/t East Prussia and Prussia proper

· Frederick could then unite 2 areas

· Austria took Galacia and other Polish lands w/ more than 2.5M ppl (good nat’l resources)
· Polish aristocracy ratified this proposal

· had to do so b/c had no strong central gov’t

· showed that nation w/out strong central gov’t couldn’t compete

· powers in E. Eur. would settle own rivalries at someone else’s expense

· 2nd Partition (1793)
· Russia and Prussia took more land
· 3rd Partition (1795)

· Final one

· Russia, Prussia, Austria completely removed Poland from map for over 100 yrs

