Unit 2:4 – 17th and 18th Century Art, Music, and Literature
Literature in the 17th-18th Centuries

· Responded to widening literate audience

· John Milton (1608-1674)

· English Puritan poet

· Greatest literary figure of 17th century Eng.

· Paradise Lost (1667)

· Epic poem about Satan’s revolt against God

· Paradise Regained (1671)

·  Epic poem describing Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness

· Daniel Defoe (1659-1731)
· One of Eng’s best novelists of time period

· Satisfied society’s desire for fiction

· Robinson Crusoe (1719) and Moll Flanders (1722)

· Jonathan Swift (1689-1761)

· Irish born novelist

· Gulliver’s Travels (1726)
· Biting political satire about Gulliver’s journey to distant lands
Art in the 17th-18th Centuries

· Baroque 
· Outgrowth of Ren. style but more ornate and flamboyant

· Developed during Catholic Ref. and reflected renewed vigor of Cath. Church

· began w/ popes wanting to show off the triumph of Catholicism so they renewed commissions to artists for papal artwork

· spread to France—absolute monarchs wanted to glorify themselves

· had both religious and classical images

· Baroque architecture 
· Seen in Cath. churches w/ ornate altarpieces, dramatic paintings/sculptures

· See in palaces in Eur. – best example Versailles & Peter the G’s palace

· Baroque Artists

· Bernini (1598-1610)

· Italian artist and one of the greatest sculptors & architects
· Many works commissioned by Vatican
· David and The Ecstasy of St. Theresa
· Rubens (1577-1640)
· Flemish painter

· Work spans late N. Ren. and early Baroque

· Raising of the Cross and Descent from the Cross
· Also did mythology and nobility portrait paintings

· Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669)

· Greatest Eur. painter of 17th century

· Dutch painter who was a very successful portrait painter

· The Night Watch, Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp, and self-portraits

· Baroque era painter who, due to Dutch Protestantism, rejected the ornate

· Vermeer (1632-1675)

· Also Dutch Baroque artist
· Well know for portraits, everyday life, and masterful use of light

· Girl with a Pearl Earring and Milkmaid
· Velazquez (1599-1660)
· Spanish court painter know for portraits of nobility and dwarfs

· Las Meninas
· Rococo
· Baroque of 17th century gradually gave way to Rococo of 18th century
· Lighter than Baroque but more ornate
· Mostly seen in interior decorating, furniture, etc.
· Sans Souci palace for Fred. The Great of Prussia
Music in the 17th-18th Centuries
· Opera
· Inspired by dramatic flair of Baroque
· Combined music, drama, artwork to tell a story
· Started in Italy but spread throughout Eur.
· Became an enjoyable way to pass the time for the upper class 
· Bach (1685-1750) and Handel (1685-1759)
· Greatest composers of early 18th century
· Bach
· Most famous for organ pieces for religious and secular audiences
· Handel
· Famous for operas and oratorios (musical drama as a concert)
· The Messiah and Water Music
· Mozart (1756-1791)
· Austrian child prodigy w/ over 600 compositions in all musical forms
