Unit 2:3 – The Rise of Austria, Prussia, and Russia
Characteristics of Central and Eastern Europe 
· economically much less advanced than western Europe
· fewer cities, more large estates w/ serfs – more Medieval in nature
· no overseas empires, no extensive trade

· political structure was “soft” – temporary and shifting
· small principalities didn’t want to submit to central authority

· Poland: Absence of Strong Central Authority – a case study for central Eur.
· 1683—King John III Sobieski led army to rescue Vienna agt. Ott. Turks
· victorious but after that Poland became too dependent on aristocracy
· monarchy was elected by nobility – no birthright, divine right
· nobility didn’t trust each other, so wouldn’t elect a king from among themselves

· most monarchs were tools of foreign powers

· Poland would eventually be wiped from map due to ineffective leadership
· Austrian Hapsburgs began to consolidate power outside of Germany 

· Prussia emerged as major power in Northern Germany

· Russia became military and naval power

The Austrian Hapsburg Empire 

· had hoped to dominate Germany and return it to Catholicism

· didn’t happen

· decline of Spanish power meant the Austrian Hapsburgs were on their own

· biggest problems – lack of pol. unity due to diversity (rel., lang., ethnicity) & power of Germ. princes

· after 1648, (Westphalia) Austrian Hapsburgs retained title of HRE but had to cooperate more w/ Germ. princes
· Consolidation of Austrian Power under Leopold I and Joseph I (1657-1711)
· Turks laid siege to Vienna 1683 but w/ help of Polish, Haps. drove them out and went on the offensive

· gained most of Hungary through Treaty of Karlowitz 1699 w/ Ottoms

· suppressed a Magyar Rebellion (leading ethnic group in Hungary - Calvinists) 

· Helped out in War of Sp. Succession (agst. Louis XIV)

· Consolidation of Power under Charles VI

· Continued Hapsburg help in War of Sp. Succession
· Gained former Sp. Neths., Sp.’s holdings in Italy w/ Utrecht (1713)
· power and influence based primarily outside of Germany

· The Hapsburg Dynastic Problem

· Charles VI succeeded Joseph (r. 1711—1740)
· Had no male heir & there was no Haps. precedent for female heir

· Chas was afraid that when he died, ppl would try to take his lands

· Worked all his life to get apprvl of Pragmatic Sanction

· legal basis for line of inheritance through his daughter Maria Theresa

· other members of Hapsburg family saw her as rightful heir

· nobles did too—only after receiving concessions

· She was named the heir before he died

· Charles died 1740, believing he’d left a strong legacy

· didn’t protect her from foreign aggression – biggest issue she faced
· She was tested early on

· Dec 1740—Frederick II of Prussia invaded & Maria Theresa had to fight to defend her holdings
Prussia and the Hohenzollerns

· Hohenzollerns from Brandenburg-Prussia

· wanted to emulate Hapsburg Austria in collecting land and making them centrally administered

· everything was subordinate to the army – how they connected everything together
· A State of Disconnected Territories

· Hohens. had ruled Brandenburg since 1417

· acquired more land through inheritance, though none was really contiguous

· for example, E. Prus. inside Pol & not in HRE

· no good resources, devastated by 30 Yrs.’ War

· by late 17th c., territory w/in HRE was 2nd in size only to Hapsburgs

· Frederick William, the Great Elector (a Hohenzollern) r. 1640-1688
· Called an elector b/c he was one of the ppl who elected the HRE

· Began to forge regions into modern state

· broke local noble estates

· organized bureaucracy

· collected taxes w/o approval of nobility

· used tax money to build up the army

· Junkers—Prussian nobles – compromised w/ Fred.
· rec’d right to demand obedience from serfs in exchange for obedience to Hohenzollerns
· Hohens. didn’t have a crown, though

· Frederick I—son of Frederick William, the Elector (r. 1688-1713)
· patronized arts – didn’t live like a “Prussian”
· put his army at service of HRE during War of Spanish Succession

· in return, HRE allowed him to use title “king”

· Frederick William I  (r. 1713-1740)
· son of Frederick I

· one of most effective Hohenzollerns

· organized bureaucracy along military lines

· taxed nobility & changed feudal dues into monetary paymts
· wanted to foster sense of loyalty to monarch as pol. institution, not as a person 
· loyalty would live on past his death

· The Prussian Army

· Went from 39K in 1713 to more than 80K in 1740

· 3rd or 4th largest in Europe even though Prus 13th in pop.
· each canton responsible for supplying quota of soldiers

· separate laws applied to army and civilians

· officer corps were highest social class

· sons of Junkers attracted to army

· army, Junkers, monarchy became single political entity

· Frederick William I avoided conflict

· army as symbol of power, not tool for aggression
· died 1740, throne passed to son Frederick II (“the Great”)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Russia and the Romanovs
· big issue w/ Russia – isolated

· only considered part of Europe as a courtesy

· 1673—first sent permanent ambassadors to western Europe

· no warm-water ports (Sweden, Otts. controlled them)
· huge undeveloped natural resources

· Birth of the Romanov Dynasty

· Ivan the Terrible

· reign began well, then ended horribly

· anarchy and civil war erupted—“Time of Troubles” – early 1600s
· nobles elected 17-year old Michael Romanov as czar (r. 1613-54)
· The First 3 Romanovs

· all brought stability but country remained weak and impoverished

· bureaucracy still controlled by boyars (old nobility)

· gov’t could barely control peasant revolts
· danger of mutiny from streltsy (Moscow guards)

· Peter the Great (r. 1682-1725)
· 10 years old when became co-ruler w/ sickly half brother Ivan V

· Ivan died 1696 & Peter ruled personally after this point

· dangers and turmoil of youth convinced Peter

· power of czar must be made secure from the streltsy and boyars
· Russia’s military power must be increased

· in this, resembled Louis XIV and the Fronde

· 1697—made a trip to western Europe in disguise

· to learn about military resources of maritime powers

· also ordered other Russians to travel elsewhere to learn

· returned to Moscow determined to copy what he had seen

· realized needed to emulate W – gain pwrfl army for warfare, and to restrain streltsy & boyars to make Russia great

· Taming the Streltsy and Boyars
· 1698—streltsy rebelled (before Peter returned)

· Peter suppressed revolt w/ tortures and public executions

· 1K rebels put to death
· introduced conscription

· drafted 130K soldiers in 10 years, 300K by end of reign

· military discipline patterned after western Europe

· also wanted to detach the boyars from traditional Russian culture

· shaved long beards of court boyars
· cut long hand-covering sleeves of shirts and coats

· 1690s—stopped granting boyar status to new ppl

· made decisions w/o consulting them

· Developing a Navy

· one of his biggest accomplishments
· learned from W. how to build better warships

· part of Peter’s strategy to secure warm-water ports to allow easier trade w/ W.
· 1695—went to war w/ Ottomans & gained a Black Sea port but later lost it
· Russian Expansion in the Baltic: The Great Northern War

· Sweden had played impt role in 30 Yrs’ War – Gustavus Adolphus

· continued to consolidate control of Baltic w/ a strong army
· 1697—Chas XII came to throne (r. 1697-1718) – somewhat insane

· Great Northern War (1700-1721)

· 1700 – Russia headed west into Swedish territory to gain land in Baltic

· Swedes defeated Russia at Narva, then turned south to invade Poland

· made war drag on, Russia able to strengthen forces

· 1708—invasion of Russia, became bogged down in winter

· Swedes defeated at Poltava (1709)

· downhill from there for Sweden
· by 1721 Sweden had exhausted resources & lost monopoly of Baltic

· 1721—Peace of Nystad confirmed Russian conquest of Baltic states and part of Finland

· Founding St. Petersburg

· founded 1703 on the Gulf of Finland on land gained from Great Northern War
· construction began even before victory over Sweden was assured

· imitated other monarchs who copied Louis XIV and Versailles

· architects from western Europe designed it
· symbolized new Western orientation of Russia

· became Peter’s “Window to the West”

· Reorganizing the Government
· The Senate

· 1711—created Senate w/ 9 members

· to direct virtually all aspects of gov’t when czar was away

· to est bureaucratic structure to support military establishment

· Administrative Colleges

· Dec 1717—reorganized domestic administration to sustain authority and fight corruption into 9 colleges (departments)
· depts. of ppl operating according to written instructions for collection of taxes, foreign relations, war, economic affairs, etc.
· Table of Ranks

· 1722—to draw nobility into state service

· person’s social position and privileges=rank in bureaucracy or military

· NOT lineage

· social standing became function of willingness to serve state

· nobility still never became completely loyal 
· Gaining Control over the Russian Orthodox Church

· Peter wanted to suppress independence of Russian Orthodox Church

· Church leaders opposed changes, and many committed suicide rather than participate in new rituals

· even bishops who wntd. change opposed Peter’s influence

· by 1700, Peter began apptg. own bishops, mostly trained in Eur. schools

· 1721—Peter abolished position of patriarch (bishop at head of church)

· est’d gov’t dept called the Holy Synod

· headed by procurator general who was a layman

· goal to govern church according to czar’s requirements

· Peter’s Succession
· Peter feared son Aleksei would gather court factions, cooperate w/ other rulers

· The 2 had constant arguments, Peter criticized his shortcomings

· Peter became convinced his opponents looked to Aleksei to succeed him
· 1716, Aleksei went secretly to Vienna

· appeared he entered into secret plot w/ Hapsburg emperor agt Peter’s interests in Great Northern War

· evidence that Sweden was interested

· when Aleskei returned, many rumors and suspicions surrounded him
· Aleksei condemned to death, but died mysteriously in prison in 1718

· Peter established no clear line of succession at his death

· For next 30 years, soldiers and nobles determined who ran Russia

· Legacy

· Peter laid foundations for modern Russia, but not stable state

· Started Westernization process but it was halted at his death

· Never gained a lasting warm water port







