Unit 2:2 – Constitutionalism and Absolutism: England & France in the 17th Century
Two Models of European Political Development

· Financial needs

· cost of warfare increased, so monarchs sought new ways to finance this

· monarchies w/ secure financial base achieved absolute rule

· France succeeded (absolutism) , England failed (parl. Monarchy)
· Relationships w/ nobility

· England

· Monarchy threatened local political interests & nobility’s ec. well-being 

· nobility effectively resisted & turned to Parl. to protect their interests 
· France

· Louis XIV made nobility dependent on him – handouts, sp. positions
· in return, he supported their local influence and place in society

· also recognized Parlement’s authority

· Religious factors

· England

· Puritans opposed Stuarts – wanted to limit then overthrow monarchy
· France

· Louis XIV crushed Prots & was supported by Caths (majority of population)
· Political differences

· England

· Parl—always battled monarch re: political issues

· Parl didn’t meet regularly but was used to writing legis, spkg, criticizing royal policies
· legal. pol tradition based on liberty – common law, Mag Carta
· France

· lacked strong tradition of liberties; no historic base for opposing monarchy
· Estates General played no role after early 17th c, and even before it only dealt w/ money issues

· Kings found other ways to get $; didn’t call them until eve of Rev. in 1789

· personalities of leaders
· England

· Stuarts didn’t make ppl trust them – outsiders (Scottish)
· didn’t keep words, had faulty judgment

· rarely offered any compromise in situations where needed 
· suspected (accurately) of Cath sympathies
· France

· strong and capable ministers helped train, advise king
Constitutional Crisis and Settlement in Stuart England

· James I  (r. 1603-1625)
· son of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots; therefore, also James VI of Scotland

· at a disadvantage from the start

· came after Eliz. who was extremely popular

· James was an outsider

· inherited huge debt, divided church

· quickly angered ppl, esp. Parliament, middle/merchant class
· asserted divine right (absolutism)– liked to rule w/ minimum consultation

· levied new customs duties

· Parl resented his effort to raise money w/o their consent

· religious problems
· Puritans had hoped that James would favor them (being Scottish, birthplace of Presbyterianism) – not the case, though
· Started to reform C of  E to stop elaborate rituals – James didn’t like

· he also didn’t like Pur. narrowness – believed recreation good for ppl

· religious dissenters began to leave

· 1620—Plymouth Colony, later Mass Bay

· also caused problems w/ Caths. b/c he had relaxed restrictions on them and they started to make a resurgence

·  reimposed restrictions leading to Gunpowder Plot by Guy Fawkes (failed)

· FYI: not really a religious problem but James commissioned new translation of Bible (completed 1611) –KJV

· James’ created problems
· use of favorites, rumors of homosexuality
· his companions in nobility sold titles to highest bidders 
· foreign policy

· James wanted peace—less expensive, less reliance on Parl

· 1604—peace w/ Spain which ppl saw as pro-Cath. sentiment

· tried to relax penal laws agt Caths

· 1618—hesitated to help Prots in 30 Yrs War (no troops)
· some questioned his loyalty to the C of E

· tried to negotiate marriage b/t his son and princess in Spain
· as his health failed, gov’t passed to Charles

· Parl’s power grew & 1624—England entered war w/ Spain due to pressures in Parl      
· Charles I  (r. 1625-1649)
· Parl wanted to continue war w/ Spain but wouldn’t finance it completely

· Chas responded by levying taxes, trying to collect old taxes

· continually intruded on lives of the ppl – imprisoned ppl unable to pay, quartering troops, etc. 
· Charles I and Parliament at Odds

· 1628—Parl met, furious about taxes

· war going badly for Eng. – now involved Fr.
· Said king could request $, but only on recognition of Petition of Right

· declaration of constitutional freedom

· no further loans/taxation w/o Parl consent

· no quartering of troops

· no imprisonment w/o due cause

· Chas agreed, but few had confidence he’d keep his word
· Jan 1629—Parl tried to limit royal power even more

· Declared “popery” (Parl’s term to describe Chas’s Cath-like policies) and levying of taxes w/o Parl consent were acts of treason

· Chas responded by dissolving Parl until 1640

· Years of Personal Rule 
· 1629-30 —Charles made peace w/ France then Spain

· made ppl think he was too friendly w/ Cath countries
· not to mention his wife had a Cath background…

· Chas supported the Arminians – rejected Pur. doctrine & embraced popery
· chief minister introduced thorough—policy that instituted efficiency and centralization in gov’t

· goal—absolute royal control of England

· helped king operate independently of Parl

· his ministers did everything they could to raise revenue

· enforced old laws, extended taxes to new areas

· at same time, though, he kept an elaborate court

· sold titles, patronized the arts

· religious policies provoked war w/ Scotland

· wanted religious conformity in England and Scotland

· William Laud—archbishop of Canterbury, Charles rel. advisor
· high-church views of Anglicanism (more-Cath.)
· tried to impose on Scotland the episcopal system and a prayer book like Book of Comm. Payer
· Scots rebelled, Charles forced to call Parl April 1640 – Short Parl.
· The Short Parliament

· Parl refused to even consider giving him money until he agreed to provide compensation for long list of grievances

· led by John Pym

· king responded by dissolving Parl w/in a month
· Scots invaded, defeated English in a few battles

· Summer 1640—Chas reconvened Parl

· The Long Parliament  (1640-1653) – met off and on w/out being dissolved
· landowners didn’t like Chas’s financial measures

· Puritans didn’t like his religious policies

· So LP had widespread support

· House of Commons got rid of king’s closest advisers (Laud inc.)
· abolished gov’t depts. for thorough
· levying of taxes w/o Parl consent now illegal

· also, no more than 3 years could elapse b/t meetings, 
· Parl. couldn’t be dissolved w/o Parl consent

· Oct 1641—rebellion in Ireland

· many in Parl concerned that Chas couldn’t be trusted w/ an army but some appalled that Parl. wanted to become comm.-in-chief of army
· Parl also divided over exact ideas of rel. reform (extreme Puritans vs. moderate puritans vs. conservatives who like current C of E)

· w/ Parl divided, Chas saw opportunity to regain power

· Eruption of Civil War

· Grand Remonstrance

· Dec 1641—Parl gave him list of grievances agt the crown 
· Jan 1642—he invaded Parl to arrest Pym & other leaders
· Pym and other leaders escaped

· Chas w/drew from London and began to raise an army

· House of Comm. respndd by giving Parl authority to raise own army

· began English Civil War in Aug. 1642 (1642-1646)

· issues:

· absolute rule v. parliamentary rule

· high Anglican church (centralized, Episcopal, popery) v. Presbyterian gov’t (decentralized – favored by Puritans)
· 2 sides:

· Cavaliers—Chas’s supporters

· Roundheads—Parl, Puritans
· both sides had supptrs from all levels of society – nobility, gentry, townsppl 

· basically, suppt had to do w/ religion
· Hobbes wrote Leviathan during this time period (appeal to absolutism)

The War, Oliver Cromwell and the Puritan Republic
· reasons for Parl’s victory

· Alliance w/ Scotland

· Pym persuaded Parl to accept a Presbyterian system of church gov’t

· parl army reorganized under Oliver Cromwell
· called New Model Army

· Battle of Marston Moor—1644

· largest engagement of war & Cromwell victory

· Battle at Naseby – 1645—New Model Army defeated king at Naseby

· Chas. taken prisoner 1646 by Scots & turned over to Parl.

· Problems in Parl btwn. radicals and moderates

· Dec. 1648— mod. Presbys. physically kept from taking seats in parl by Col. Pride
· known as “Pride’s Purge”

· began Rump Parliament – small grp that remained
· led by radical Puritans

· abolished monarchy, House of Lords, Anglican Church

· executed Chas on Jan 30, 1649

· 1649-1660—England was officially Puritan & experimented w/ republican gov’t
· The Commonwealth (1649-53)
· Religion in the Commonwealth

· Strictly Puritan – public morality enforced (no dancing, theaters, Sabbath observance, etc.)

· Foreign Policy

· Cromwell’s army conquered Ireland and Scotland, creating Great Britain

· Also battled Holland and Spain for commercial interests

· Domestic Issues: Crom. Vs. radicals

· disbanded Parl in 1653 when they suggested he disband his expensive army

· created the Protectorate w/ Cromwell as Lord Protector
· The Protectorate (1653-1660)
· basically, a one-man military dictatorship

· military dictatorship wasn’t much better than Chas

· Problems under Commonwealth and Protectorate

· huge debt due to wars
· chaos throughout

· commerce suffered

· intolerant towards Anglicans, strict Puritan
· political liberty vanished

· Cromwell died 1658, son took over for 2 years, but most ppl were ready to go back to the old way – republican gov’t had failed
Charles II and the Restoration of the Monarchy

· 1660—Charles II (son of Chas. I) returned to England (known as the Restoration)

· returned England to status quo of 1642 (before Eng. Civil War)
· early on steered clear of arguments w/ Parl (didn’t assert absolutism)

· reestablished Anglican church
· Charles II had secret Cath leanings though
· favored religious toleration

· wanted Prots & Caths to worship freely so long as they were loyal to throne

· Parl passed series of laws (Clarendon Code—1661-1665) that excluded Caths, Pres, strict Puritans from religious/pol. life; required strict adherence to Ang. principles
· Parl. also passed series of navigation acts required that struck at Dutch dominance

· naval wars ensued b/t England and Holland

· Charles tried to tighten grip on colonies in N America

· Charles wanted more money than Parl wanted to give him

· so, he increased customs duties

· rec’d aid from France (also at war w/ Dutch)

· 1670 – French and English allied agt the Dutch

· secretly, Charles pledged to announce conversion to Cath as soon as conditions in England were right (never happened)
· Louis XIV promised to pay large amts of $ to England in return

· 1672—Declaration of Indulgence passed by Chas.
· suspension of all laws agt Caths and Prot nonconformists

· Parl responded by refusing to give him money until he took the Decl back

· he did, so Parl passed the Test Act – all royal officials had to swear oath agt transubstan.
· wanted to test for Cath. sympathies (no Cath would agree to it)

· aimed at king’s brother James (recent convert to Cath)

· Popish Plot

· 1678—Titus Oates swore that Chas’ wife (Cath) was plotting w/ Jesuits and the Irish to kill the king so James could take the throne

· totally fabricated but Parl believed him (Chas. wife was a Cath.)
· 35 innocent ppl tried and executed

· Chas really didn’t trust Parl now

· turned more to Louis XIV for financial help

· 1681-1685—managed to rule w/o calling Parl

· Chas managed to suppress much of his opposition

James II (r. 1685-1688) and Renewed Fears of a Catholic England

· effectively alienated Parl – didn’t even attempt as Chas. II had done early on to get along
· dissolved it, then appointed Caths to high gov’t positions

· suspended religious tests, permitted free worship of Caths
· imprisoned Anglican bishops who refused to announce his suspension of laws agt Caths

· ruled as divine right absolutist
· continued to attack local power of nobles, landowners, church

· more and more ppl opposed him, even royal supporters (Tories)

· 1688— wife (was Cath) gave birth to son

· now fear of continued Cath monarchy

· ppl had hoped he’d die w/o a male heir so that Mary, his Prot daughter, wife of William III of Orange, would become queen

· Whigs and Tories of old parl. joined together to invite William to invade

· great-grandson of William the Silent, leader of opposition Dutch revolt in Sp. Neths.
The “Glorious Revolution”

· Nov 1688—Wm arrived w/ army and was rec’d w/o opposition

· James fled to France and the protection of Louis XIV

· Parl thus declared the throne vacant and proclaimed Wm and Mary joint sovereigns

· bloodless Glorious Revolution

· Wm and Mary recognized Bill of Rights 1689
· limited pwrs of monarchy (no taxes w/out Parl., no standing army in peacetime)
· guaranteed civil liberties (trial by jury, king couldn’t tamper w/ jurors, etc.)
· England’s monarchs would thus be subject to law and would rule w/ Parl’s consent

· Parl to be called to session every 3 years

· 1699—Toleration Act

· permitted worship by all Prots but still outlawed Caths, Antitrins from holding offce 
· 1701—Act of Settlement

· English crown to go to German House of Hanover if Queen Anne (r. 1702-1714) didn’t have any kids survive her

· 2nd dau of James II, last Stuart

· Anne outlived her children, so throne went to elector of Hanover, who bcm George I

· 1707 – Act of Union united Eng. & Scotland so it’s now GB

· importance:

· Glorious Rev est’d gov’t framework by and for the governed

· Locke’s Second Treatise of Government—bilateral contract

· permanent check on monarchical power

The Development of Parliamentary Government

· Eng. rulers now had to rely on Parl. much more

· Used ministers to work with Parl. to get legislation passed – the Cabinet

· Leader of Parl. emerged – the Prime Minister

· Sir Robert Walpole (1676-1745) was the first true PM; served under George I and II
· Whigs

· monarchy, but final sovereignty w/ Parl

· favored urban commercial interests AND landowners

· promoted religious toleration

· Tories

· Strong monarchy

· Low taxes for landowners

· Supptd. Ang. Church

· Structure of Parliament

· not democratic, nor truly representative body

· each county elected 2 members

· units called boroughs

· some boroughs were democratic, but most had electors

· property owners (esp wealthy nobles) controlled Parl so landowners contrlld gov’t

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rise of Absolute Monarchy in France
Henry IV (of Navarre) r. 1589-1610

· First of Bourbon Line & first after French Wars of Religion
· Reminder: converted to Cath. and issued Edict of Nantes granting toleration to Hugues.

· wanted to curb the privileges of the nobility

· targeted regional parlements who wanted to protect self-interests
· finance minister Duke of Sully

· greatly improved the economy, mainly through building infrastructure
· canal system to link Atlantic and Mediterranean

· corvée—labor tax that created nat’l work force

· prepared way for mercantilism 
Louis XIII and Richelieu (r. 1610-1643)
· Henry IV assassinated in 1610
· Louis III only 9, so his mother ruled until she died (Marie de Medicis, wife of Henry IV)

· Marie’s plans

· 10-year mutual defense pact w/ Spain
· arranged marriages b/t Louis XIII and Spanish princess, 
· dismissed Sully & promoted Cardinal Richelieu to king’s chief adviser

· Richelieu

· wanted to make France the supreme European power

· mainly responsible for Fr. success in 1st ½ of 17th century

· devout Cath. but believed church’s role was to serve welfare of France
· anti-Hapsburg & b/c of this wanted to contain Spanish power and influence

· diplomatically agile

· supptd. Sp.- Fr. alliance of Marie’s

· but also sent $ to Gustavus Adolphus (Prot)

· stepped up campaign agt parlements

· made it clear that there was one law in France—the king’s

· not very well-liked among the nobility b/c he limited them
· campaigned agt the Huguenots

· truncated Edict of Nantes saying Prots couldn’t fortify cities, have separate pol. organizations, independent law courts

· but also worked w/ them (Swedish-French period of 30 Year’s War)

· basically anti-Haps move

· used propaganda (arts, printing press) to defend his actions

· did this to indoctrinate Fr. in raison d’état – “reason of state” – interests of state justify action

· immediate legacy was of resentment of monarchy by nobility

· began using intendants (royal civil servants) to make sure nobles were subject to king’s will (tied them to the crown)
Louis XIV’s genius  (r. 1643-1715)

· made monarchy most impt and powerful political institution

· “one king, one law, one faith”

· assured nobles, etc, of their social standing and influence on local level

· worked through existing local institutions

· gained nobles support by promising them local autonomy

· they recognized that they needed each other

· foundation laid by predecessors

Young Louis XIV and Mazarin

· 5 when came to throne
· mother Anne placed gov’t in hands of Cardinal Mazarin—continued Richelieu’s policy of centralization

· building resentment culminated in the Fronde—1649-1652

· series of widespread rebellions

· townsppl and nobility sought to preserve local autonomy

· initiated by Parlement of Paris

· encouraged by wives of princes imprisoned for treason
· Louis XIV and Mazarin left briefly in exile

· led to anarchic rule by nobility

· Oct 1652—Louis and Mazarin return

· convinced most ppl that strong rule of king was better

· Louis realized that heavy-handed policies weren’t best

· Mazarin prepared Louis XIV to rule on his own

The Years of Louis XIV’s Personal Rule

· when Mazarin died (1661), Louis took control w/o a chief minister at age 23
· became a master of propaganda, political image

· wanted to impress upon the ppl a strong sense of grandeur in the crown

· wanted to make sure nobles and other groups benefited from the growth of his authority

· never tried to abolish local parlements – conferred w/ them before rulings
· did curtail much of Parlement’s power but made local parlements happy

· King by Divine Right

· Louis defended absolute royal authority b/c of divine right theory
· “divine right of kings”

· Bishop Bossuet’s (tutor & pol. theorist) idea

· based on Old Test. ideas that rulers only answered to God

· argued that no one but God could judge rulers

· obedience to king became a religious duty

· inspired Louis XIV’s “L’état c’est moi” – I am the state
· Versailles

· Built at outskirts of Paris – strategic location away from Paris politics
· designed to proclaim Louis’s glory (the Sun King)

· consumed over ½ of annual revenues but also paid off politically
· Louis organized court around his daily routine; every activity became a spectacle
· nobles competed to be near the king – only chance to have voices heard
· used his sexuality for political reasons – kept mistresses & said it was an honor to lie with him but married Marie Thérèse of Spain (political reasons)
· Suppression of Faith

· The Jansenists (Jansenism)
· Cath. sect that arose in 1630s as opposition to influence of the Jesuits

· adhered to St. Augustine’s teachings

· opposed Jesuit teachings about free will & embraced ideas more like Predes. of Calvinism
· 1653—Pope Innocent X declared certain Jansenist teachings as heretical

· 1660—banned Jansenism

· ended hopes of a Catholicism that appealed to Huguenots

· Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1598)

· wanted to assure religious conformity – yet another way to control society

· after Edict, relations b/t Cath and Prot weren’t good – remember just a truce

· Louis launched campaign agt Huguenots

· banned them from gov’t office

· couldn’t be in medicine or printing

· subsidies and taxation to encourage conversion

· quartered troops in their towns

· Oct. 1685—revoked Edict

· Prot churches and schools were closed, ministers exiled

· Major blunder

· Prot countries compared him to Philip II—thought he was planning on Cath reconquest of Europe

· 1/4M French ppl emigrated – joined resistance to Fr. abroad

· Louis still considered it one of his most pious acts

· Government Geared for Warfare

· Louis could afford to maintain a large army

· wanted to secure boundaries for France

· his actions often worried neighboring states, who formed coalitions agt him

· 3 ministers helped the war machine

· Colbert and the French Economy

· Jean-Baptiste Colbert—controller general of finances

· centralized Fr. economy to reorganize it

· streamlined gov’t – got rid of unnecessary positions
· reduced # tax-exempt nobles

· increased taille—direct tax on peasantry

· formed basis of mercantilism

· gov’t controls economy

· maximize foreign exports & keep tariffs high
· build economic foundation on gold and silver reserves

· transformed France into major commercial power, wealthiest in Eur.
· Louvois and the French Military

· ¼ mil. in the army – mostly local recruits, mercenaries, unskilled groups
· Louis’s war minister from 1677-1691

· transformed army

· provided good pay and discipline

· promotion system based on merit

· army had huge public support – no longer threatened lives, homes of ppl
· good example of centralization of monarchial pwr

· Vauban—great military engineer

· perfected arts of fortifying and besieging towns
· detailed trench warfare, defensive frontiers

· tactics used through WWI

· Louis’s Early Wars

· The War of Devolution (1667-1668)

· 1st great foreign  war of France
· fought over Louis’s claim to Spanish Belgium through his wife

· 1659—Marie had renounced her claim to Sp. throne in Treaty of Pyrenees under condition that Louis receive 500K dowry w/in 18 months—never did

· Philip IV died and left all land to son Chas II (different mom)

· Louis claimed the property should devolve to child from 1st marriage and not 2nd marriage b/c of regional Belgian law 
· Louis sent armies in 1667

· Eng.d, Sweden, Holland formed Triple Alliance forcing Louis to back down
· Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1668)—Louis given control of certain towns on border of Sp. Netherlands
· Invasion of the Netherlands (The Dutch War) 1672-78
· 1670—Treaty of Dover made England and France allied agt Dutch
· Triple Alliance crumbled

· Louis now in good position to invade—1672

· Holland had offended him, and he knew he needed to get rid of them in order to take all of the Netherlands, Sp. and Prots.
· faced by William of Orange (future William III of Orange, King)
· organized the 7 provinces

· united w/ HRE, Spain, Loraine, Brandenburg (2 Fr. Areas) agt Louis

· 1676—France gained control of Mediterranean

· Peace of Nijmegen (NY-may-gen) ended war—Neth kept most territory

· Louis only gained a few more towns on Fr. Border of Sp. Neths.

· Louis’s Later Wars

· The League of Augsburg and the Nine Years’ War

· Louis kept army at full strength – ready to go to war if needed
· Louis wanted to push Fr. borders into the Rhine

· 1681—conquered city of Strasbourg

· League of Augsburg

· created in 1686 to resist French expansion into Germ
· by 1689—included England, Spain, Sweden…

· 1688—Louis invaded the palatinate, hoping to gain it through his sis-in-law

· began Nine Years’ War (1688-1697)

· league v. France

· stalemate and exhaustion caused both sides to accept settlement

· Peace of Ryswick (Rice-vike)—Sept 1697

· big win for William III  b/c secured Holland’s borders

· no French expansion into Germany except Strasborg
· War of Spanish Succession: Treaties of Utrecht and Rastatt

· Louis made another attempt to expand French interests agt Hapsburgs
· Nov 1700—Charles II of Spain died

· Louis and Haps. Austrian emperor Leopold both had claims

· both married to heirs (sisters)
· Louis’s grandson Philip of Anjou had better claim

· Marie Thérèse was older sister, though she had renounced her claims in 1659 (Treaty of the Pyrenees)

· most of Europe feared France more than Hapsburgs—wanted to prevent union of French and Spanish crowns

· nations began to talk about how to preserve balance of power

· Charles, however, left his inheritance to Louis’s grandson 
· Philip of Anjou now Philip V of Spain

· Louis sent troops to remove Dutch soldiers from Flanders (Sp. territory)
· also opened Spanish America to French ships

· Sept 1701—Grand Alliance forms

· England, Holland, HRE

· wanted to preserve balance of power

· wanted Flanders as neutral barrier b/t Holland and Fr

· wanted to give emperor his fair share of the inheritance

· Louis responded by recognizing James Edward, son of James II, as heir to England’s throne (Cath son whereas Mary was Prot. daughter)
· began War of Spanish Succession (1701-1714)

· engulfed all of Eur. once more into total war

· France had poor finances, no equipment, bad generals by this point
· English were superior in all ways
· French lost important battles from 1704-06
· 1708-1709—famine, revolts, taxes tore France apart

· 1709—Louis ready to make peace, but wasn’t ready to accept terms

· July 1713—signed armistice at Utrecht w/ England
· March 1714—Treaty of Rastatt

· with Holland and HRE

· confirmed Philip V as king of Spain (Louis’s grandson)
· gave Gibraltar and Minorca to England – gateway to Mediterranean
· Louis recognized House of Hanover’s claim to English throne

· Fr. lost some N. Am. holdings to the English

· truly showed Spanish power had declined – peaked in 16th century
· Louis died Sept 1, 1715—warned his son not to imitate his love for buildings & war
· Louis XIV’s Legacy

· Fr. pwr peaked in 17th century – later revived by Napoleon
· widespread death and destruction due to wars sapped resources

· France needed long period of peace for economic recovery

· centralization policies made it difficult for France to develop institutions of representation and self-gov’t

· aristocracy not suited for leadership – had relied so long on Versailles
· wouldn’t succumb to representative gov’t until end of 18th century due to $ needs (French Revolution)
