Unit 2:1 - The Age of Religious Wars
Renewed Religious Struggle

· 1st half of 16th c saw Cen Europe experiencing religious struggles – mainly Lutherans trying to establish themselves
· 2nd half bcm struggle by Calvinists fighting for recognition in France, Scotland, France, Netherlands
· Catholicism had been revived as a result of Council of Trent

· Geneva had become a haven for Calvinists, as well as training ground

· Both Calvs & Caths were dogmatic, aggressive but had irreconcilable differences

· Calvs had presbyterian organization—gave most pwr to local church officials
· attractive to ppl who didn’t like political centralization

· Catholic Counter-Reformation supported episcopal system – hierarchy from pope to parish priest

· attractive to proponents of absolute monarchy

· Some leaders tried to calm problems by acting as politiques

· Def: rulers who encouraged political unity over religious doctrine

· urged tolerance, moderation, compromise

The French Wars of Religion

· Anti-Protestant Measures and the Struggle for Political Power

· Huguenots—French Protestants (tied w/ Calvinists, Lutherans)
· started to be watched in France when Lutheran writings started to circulate in Paris (early 1520s)

· first wave of  persecution – 1525
· Started early on during Haps.-Val. wars
· French hoped to win favor w/ Charles V so he would release Francis I

· second persecution—1534

· Protestants spread anti-Catholic propaganda throughout Paris

· huge gov’t retaliation – Huguenots subject to Inquisition

· French monarchy remained enemy of Prots until Henry of Navarre in 1589

· End of Hapsburg-Valois wars 1559 marked beginning of internal French conflict

· Henry II died

· Francis II (sick 15-yr old) came to the throne w/ Catherine de Médicis (queen mother) as his regent

· 3 French families grapple for power

· Bourbons— Prots; main leaders
· Montmorency-Chatillons— Prots.
· Guises— Catholic; controlled Catholic League
· Bourbons, M-Cs were Hug. sympathizers, mainly for pol. Reasons
· Appeal of Calvinism to Aristocracy
· aristocrats often joined Calvinist churches to oppose Guise-dominated monarchy – wanted decentralization
· 2/5 of aristocracy became Huguenots
· many ppl saw conversion to Calvinism as a help for political goals

· Calvin and Beza sought to convert aristocrats

· Calvinism gave political resistance justification

· secular and religious motives came together

· Important aristocrat, Admiral Coligny joined w/ Huguenots

· Catherine de Médicis and the Guises

· Francis II died in 1560, succeeded by his brother, Charles IX

· Catherine was his regent too

· Catherine tried to reconcile Prots and Caths

· Began to fear the Guises and wanted Prot allies

· January Edict—1562

· Catherine granted Prots freedom to worship publicly outside towns, privately within
· March—duke of Guise surprised Prots and massacred them

· marks beginning of French religious wars

· Prots slow to respond

· Catherine more or less forced to cooperate w/ Guises

· The Early Wars
· Series of 3 wars between 1562-1570

· fighting ended with the Peace of Saint-Germain-en-Laye

· treaty gave Huguenots religious freedoms w/in their territories, right to fortify cities

· Catherine always wanted to balance Guises and Huguenots

· Charles IX began to tilt too much towards the Bourbons & Coligny for Catherine’s liking
· Coligny was friends w/ leader of resistance to Phillip II, king of Spain in control of in Netherlands

· possible conflict w/ Spain—Catherine didn’t want this

· Catherine began to seek Guise support to overthrow Prots

· The Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

· Coligny was hit with a bullet (not killed) in assassination attempt after Hen. of Navarre (Prot) married Marguerite of Valois (king’s sis, Cath.)

· Catherine was in on it, and was afraid of retribution

· Catherine basically panicked – not calculated resistance

· convinced Charles that there was a Prot conspiracy brewing

· to combat it, she told him to kill Prot leaders

· Aug 24, 1572—St. Bartholomew’s Day

· 3K Huguenots were murdered when joining to celebrate marriage of Henry of Navarre to King’s sister
· w/in 3 days, 20K more

· Protestant Resistance Theory

· neither Luther nor Calvin had supported willful disobedience

· this changed after the Massacre for Fr. Huguenots– became ready to die for survival of religious beliefs
· unleashed a fury of resistance

· The Rise of Power of Henry of Navarre

· Henry III was last of Henry II’s sons

· wanted middle ground – found support in neutral Caths and Prots

· acted as politique putting good of country before rel. disputes

· granted Huguenots almost complete religious and civil freedom

· caused Huguenots and Caths to return to militant tactics

· Prots led by Henry of Navarre (heir to throne b/c he married king’s sis)

· War of the Three Henrys (1585-1589)

· Henry III, Henry of Guise (new one), Henry of Navarre

· Catholic League (led by Henry of Guise) spptd by Spain, cntrlled Paris

· Henry III attempted to attack the League, but failed and had to flee 

· Henry III then plotted the successful assassination of Henry of Guises
· League responded w/ a fury a la St. Bart’s Day

· king’s last choice was to ally w/ Henry of Navarre—April 1589

· Henry III assassinated, ending Valois line

· Henry of Navarre became Henry IV—begin Bourbon line

· Pope and Spain were appalled by idea of Prot. Fr.
· Spain rushed to help the League

· Fr. ppl were upset at the direct Spanish intervention

· ppl thought right to the throne was more impt than being Prot

· Henry was very well-liked – informal dress, manner
· Henry decided peace was the most important thing (politique)
· decided to convert to Cath (“France is worth a mass.”)
· Huguenots were upset, but the rest of France was fine

· The Edict of Nantes

· April 13, 1598—formal rel. settlement to Fr. Wars of Religion
· Edict assured religious freedom for Prots.
· France remained officially Cath, but minority religious rights guaranteed
· Huguenots granted freedom of public worship, right to assembly, etc.

· also could fortify their towns—admission that Prots and Caths didn’t trust each other

· still only a truce – turned hot war into a cold war

· Henry IV assassinated in May 1610

· But, had laid foundations for absolutism by establishing clear rel. boundaries in his kingdom
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Imperial Spain and Philip II (r. 1556-1598)
· Pillars of Spanish Power

· Philip II and Spain were largest until the defeat of Armada by Eng.
· Catholic, militarily supreme

· Hapsburg son Charles V
· New World Riches

· regular shipments from New World—silver mines

· however, Philip never could get rid of debt left by Charles V (wars)
· Increased Population

· huge social change b/c of new wealth

· enormous increase in pop—tripled and quadrupled by early 17th c

· Phillip’s Leadership
· lesser nobility became loyal and efficient bureaucracy

· “pen and paper” very hands-on king

· Philip was huge patron of the arts

· also extremely pious and devout

· Empire Expansion
· huge focus on Turkish threat in Mediterranean & mainland
· 1560s—Turks advanced into Austria, dominated Mediterranean

· Oct 1571—defeated Turks in largest naval battle in 16th cen. – Lepanto

· gave most of control of Mediterranean to Spain (esp. W. Eur)
· Spain annexed Portugal in 1580

· The Revolt in the Netherlands

· Fueled by money, religion, and nationalism

· checked Philip II’s empire expansion in Eur.

· Catholic Leadership
· Neth were richest land of Europe (part of Spain’s empire) – but Prot.
· 1559—Philip appointed his ½-sister Margaret as regent

· Margaret helped by council, headed by a Cardinal (Granvelle)
· goal of internal church reform to check Prot. gains
· wanted to break down autonomy of the 17 provinces and est gov’t directed from Madrid

· towns of the Neth were independent, almost like tiny city states
· Wm of Orange, (“the Silent”) formed opposition to Sp. (w/ Count of Egmont)
· William put politics over religion
· was Catholic, then turned Lutheran, then Calvinist – followed ppl.
· passed laws that protected all 3

· 1564 —Cardinal removed by Dutch nobility (led by Orange/Egmont)
· Philip decided to enforce Trent decrees  & Inquisition in Netherlands

· Rising nationalism

· The Compromise signed – nat’l covenant to resist decrees 1564
· first time political and religious opposition fused

· Marg. ignored protestors, Calvinists rioted

· The Duke of Alba

· Philip sent Duke of Alba to suppress revolt w/ 10,000 troops

· Tribunal, Council of Blood ruled the land and 1000s of ppl were executed in a reign of terror for 6 years
· new taxes levied in Neth to pay for rebellion

· Resistance and Unification

· Wm of Orange was in Germany all this time – had fled persecution
· early victories—showed it was supported by the ppl

· Dutch flooded their own land to keep the Spanish back

· Spanish Fury – left 7K ppl dead 1576 since Duke of Alba unsuccessful
· The Pacification of Ghent – few days later in 1576

· 10 Cath provinces (Belgium today) came together w/ the 7 Prot provinces (Netherlands today) in resistance to Spain 

· declared regional sovereignty in religious matters

· 4 other provinces joined, making it unanimous in Netherlands

· Spain now faced a united Netherlands

· Forced to remove  Sp. troops w/in 20 days

· country under control of Wm of Orange

· Ended Philip’s hopes of invdng Eng. from Neths. (new idea – Armada)

· The Union of Arras and the Union of Utrecht

· Spanish were persistent and revived Spanish power in Cath. S.
· Jan 1579—Union of Arras

· Southern provinces of Netherlands (ag., modern Belgium)
· made peace w/ Spain

· northern provinces responded by forming Union of Utrecht

· Netherlands Independence

· Philip II declared Wm of Orange an outlaw and put bounty on his head

· Wm denounced Philip as tyrant whom the Neth didn’t need to obey any longer – speech called “The Apology”
· 1581—Union of Utrecht met and declared Philip no longer their ruler

· Spain tried to reconquer the Neth throughout the 1580s

· Wm of Orange—assassinated in 1584

· succded by son who contd. Dutch resistance w/ Eng., Fr. help
· hostilities b/t Spain and England (also France) increased

· Sp. began building up Armada

· Spain bcm overextended, which strengthened the Netherlands

· 1596—Fr, Eng. formally recognized independence of N. provinces

· Peace came w/ Twelve Years’ Truce – gave N. provnces virtual indep.
· full recognition not until 1648’s Peace of Westphalia

Imperial England and Spain (1553-1603)
· Mary I (r. 1553-58)
· before Edward VI died, he agreed to make Lady Jane Grey his successor
· she was Prot granddaughter of Henry VIII’s sister Mary

· but, too many ppl supported idea of hereditary monarchy

· popular uprisings ensued; she was removed w/in 9 days

· Mary Tudor (daughter by Cath of Aragon – 1st marriage) became queen

· 1554—married Philip II of Spain (symbol of militant Catholicism)

· domestic policy

· Parl reverted to Catholic practice of Henry VIII

· executed Prot leaders, inc Thomas Cranmer

· murdered 100s of other Prots—“Bloody Mary”

· others fled to the Continent

· Elizabeth I (r. 1558-1603)
· Was one of best politiques

· worst were Mary I, Philip II, Oliver Cromwell

· hugely successful

· adviser was Sir William Cecil

· b/t 1559 and 1563 the 2 guided religious settlement in Parl

· thought political unity more impt than religion

· used centralized episcopal system which she headed

· mixed Prot doctrine w/ Cath ritual

· religious extremes not permitted in Anglican Church
· Important acts

· 1559—Act of Supremacy

· repealed Mary’s anti-Prot legislation

· asserted Elizabeth’s rights as “supreme governor” in spiritual and temporal affairs

· 1559—Act of Uniformity

· revised BCP required in all English parishes
· 1563—Thirty-Nine Articles
· made moderate Protestantism official religion

· Catholic and Protestant Extremists

· Elizabeth pursued a middle way to avoid extremism

· Caths were in majority when she came to the throne

· extremists plotted agt her; Spanish involved too

· wanted to replace her w/ Mary, Queen of Scots—grandmother was Margaret, Henry VIII’s sister

· Eliz worked quickly agt Cath assassination plots but still executed fewer Caths than Mary did Prots

· showed no mercy to separatists, or those threatening her rule

· closely monitored Puritans—Prots who wanted to purify the C of E

· didn’t like the Cath ceremony

· didn’t like the episcopal system of church gov’t

· lots of popular support
· not separatists – worked through Parl to create alt nat’l church of churches governed by presbyteries following Calvin’s model (Presbyterians)
· extreme Puritans wanted neither episcopal nor presbyterian control (Congregationalists)

·  not tolerated by Eliz – had to give it up or be exld/killd
· Deterioration of Relations with Spain

· both Philip II and Eliz wanted to avoid confrontation early on
· But then, 1567—Spanish duke of Alba invaded Netherlands

· seen by English as convenient place for Spain to invade Eng.
· 1570—pope excommunicated Elizabeth for heresy

· 1572—English sea beggars occupied Neths; aroused ppl agt the Spnsh
· 1571—after Lepanto, England signed mutual defense pact w/ France

· 1570s—Hawkins, Drake (privateers) began to prey on Sp. shipping

· 1577-1580—Drake circumnavigated globe – show of Brit. seapwr
· after St. Bart’s Day Massacre, Eliz was sole protector of Prots in France and Neths.
· 1585—sent English soldiers and cavalry to Neth

· sent money to Henry of Navarre in Fr. 

· Mary, Queen of Scots

· Mary Stuart—daugh. of James V of Scotland and Mary of Guise
· returned to Scotland in 1561 after her husband, Francis II of France, died

· thoroughly French and Catholic

· Scotland was legally Prot (1560)

· John Knox

· inspired by Calvin

· Scottish reformer who openly opposed Mary’s Cath.  practices

· supported by Eliz and Cecil

· 1568—Mary forced to abdicate and flee to England

· lover (earl of Bothwell) suspected of killing her husband (Lord Darnley)

· court acquitted Bothwell, who then married Mary

· Prot nobles were outraged and forced her abdication to her infant son James

· But, she still had claim to English throne

· lived under house arrest in England for 19 yrs

· 1583—Eiz’s  uncovered plot agt Eliz involving the Sp. ambassador
· huge support for Prots in France and Neth ensued

· 1586—another plot uncovered – Babington plot

· Had proof that Mary was involved

· Eliz believed the execution of a sovereign weakened royalty everywhere

· also knew that Mary’s execution would upset Caths

· also knew she didn’t have a choice

· Feb 1587—Mary executed

· Pope led public support for Sp. invasion of England

· The Armada

· spring 1587—Drake shelled Cadiz, inflicting heavy damage

· then continued and raided coast of Portugal

· forced Spanish to postpone planned invasion

· May 30, 1588 – Armada set sail w/ 130 ships and 25K sailors

· stunning English victory

· English ships were faster
· “English wind” dispersed Sp. ships—1/3 never returned Spain

· news of Spain’s defeat made Prots everywhere rejoice

· Spain never fully recovered – beg. of the end of Sp. power in Eur.
· Eliz died March 23, 1603 & left behind a nation ready to expand global empr.
The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648)

· last and most destructive of the wars of religion
· Cath v. Prot, Calvinist v. Lutheran

· all sides seemed willing to sacrifice everything for their beliefs and political power

· virtually every major European land became involved

· Preconditions for War

· Fragmented Germany (part of HRE)
· about 360 autonomous political entities

· independent secular principalities (ruled by nobles)
· ecclesiastical principalities (bishoprics, abbeys)
· free cities

· castle regions dominated by knights

· Peace of Augsburg gave degree of sovereignty – each had tolls, tariffs, coined money
· Germany always was highway for merchants and traders – income important to local rulers
· princes opposed any efforts of consolidate the HRE

· even looked for foreign allies agt the emperor

· Prots felt Coun. of Trent a conspiracy to recreate Catholic Europe 
· Religious Division

· religious conflict magnified the political divisions

· pop was almost equally divided b/t Cath and Prot
· Luths. more successful in gaining rights in Cath lands than vice versa

· also conflict b/t liberal & conservative Luths. and b/t Luths & Calvnsts

· Calvinism and the Palatinate (aka Palatine)
· Calvinism gained recognition when elector Palatine, former Cath.,  converted and made Calvnsm official rel. of his domain
· Heidelberg bcm. German Geneva of 1560s

· Lutherans feared Calvinists as they did the Caths – felt Calvs threatened Peace of Augs
· Maximilian of Bavaria and the Catholic League

· Jesuits were active w/in HRE too
· Bavaria became militarily and ideologically for Caths what Palatine was for Prots

· successful missions throughout empire—won cities back to Cath

· 1609—Maximilian organized Catholic League to counter a Prot alliance led by Palatine

· raised a huge army setting stage for War
· Four Periods of War

· The Bohemian Period (1618-1625)
· broke out after Ferdinand (Hapsburg) ascended Boh. throne in 1618

· also in line to imperial throne as HRE
· determined to restore Catholicism to eastern Hapsburg lands 

· Ferdinand revoked religious freedoms of Bohemian Prots

· May 1618—Prots responded by throwing his regents out the window

· known as the defenestration of Prague

· 1619—Ferdinand became HRE Ferdinand II

· Bohemians deposed him in Prague 
· declared elector Pal. Frederick V their overlord 
· escalated into internat’l war

· Spain sent troops to help Ferdinand

· Maximilian of Bavaria and elector of Saxony (Lutheran who wanted territorial gain) also helped Ferdinand

· Battle of White Mountain (1620)—Ferd’s army pushed back Fred’s

· by 1622, Ferdinand had re-Catholicized Bohemia & conquered Palat.
· Cath. and Hapsburg  victory

· Maximilian pressed into NW Germany, took land as he went

· The Danish Period (1625-1629)

· Luth. king Christian IV of Denmark was also duke of Holstein in HRE
· wanted to extend Danish influence

· had encouragement of French, English, Dutch

· began new phase of Prot resistance

· 1626—entered Germ. but humiliated by Maximilian; forced to retreat
· Ferdinand II didn’t trust Maximilian any more – too powerful
· new ally—Albrecht of Wallenstein

· had lots of territory

· brilliant military strategist

· took Ferdinand’s campaign into Denmark 
· broke Prot resistance successfully

· ended w/ proclamation to reassert Cath. safeguards of Peace of Aug.
· reaffirmed illegality of Calvinism

· Christ. IV also promised not to intervene anymore in Germ.

· Now a 2nd Haps., Cath. victory

· The Swedish Period (1630-35)
· Gustavus Adolphus became new leader of Prot forces

· Lutheran king of Sweden

· helped financially by Fr., the Dutch both for anti-Haps reasons
· alliance w/ electors of Brandenburg and Saxony

· won early victories
· but, died 1632 battling Wallenstein’s forces
· 1634—Ferdinand had Wallenstein assassinated

· Feared him as he had Maximilian 
· Ferd’s forces decisively defeated Swedes soon after

· 1635—Peace of Prague

· Both sides tired of fighting and had lost leaders

· German Prots reached compromise w/ Ferdinand

· Swedes still received support from France and Neth, though
· The French Period (1635-1648)
· most devastating phase

· French openly entered was in 1635—sent men and money

· war continued for 13 more years

· now Swedish, French, Spanish fought throughout Germany

· Germ. not united so couldn’t repulse soldiers – just watched, suffered

· peace talks began in Westphalia in 1644

· by this time, 1/3 German pop had died b/c of war

· worst European catastrophe since Black Death

The Treaty of Westphalia

· 1648—brought end to hostilities w/in HRE

· reasserted Peace of Augsburg for Caths./Luths.
· gave Calvinists legal recognition

· Swiss Confederacy, United Provinces of Holland (Neths) finally recognized too

· German princes supreme over principalities

· Brandenburg-Prussia emerged as most powerful northern German state

· Sweden gained land

· France and Spain remained at war outside empire until 1659

· Treaty of Pyrenees ended war – humiliating
· Treaty along w/ Westphalia made France Europe’s dominant power

· Westphalia kept Germany divided and weak into the modern period b/c it confirmed territorial sovereignty w/in Germ.
· Winners: Sweden, B-Prus, Calvs., Swiss Conf., Neths., Germ. Princes, & esp. France
· Losers: Haps HRE’s and Haps. Spain – another defeat after Armada

