Unit 1:4 – The Age of Reformation

** Reformation – 16th century religious movement that sought to reform Cath. Church and led to the establishment of Protestantism

I. Background Info on Society and Religion
· Social and Political Conflict

· Ppl wondered if authority belonged to king or local princes (esp. in Germ. States)
· Some groups welcomed the Reformation more than others

· printers’ guild supported it b/c prospered from printing Prot. propaganda
· ppl who felt pushed around supported it (peasants wanted  pol. Liberation)
· Criticism of the Church

· Crises within the church contributed to Reformation—Avignon, Great Schism, etc

· ppl felt a crisis in church re: traditional teaching and spiritual practice

· ppl began to seek a more heartfelt religious piety, wanted simplicity
· ppl protested the church long before Luther

· sale of indulgences, confusing texts & theories, ceremonial oddities

· in late Mid. Ages there were attempts to reform local practices – Wycliffe, Huss (Lollards, Hussites) – not successful on mass scale (no printing press)
· Renaissance influenced criticism b/c:
· printing press – easier to disseminate materials

· humanism – return to original teachings

· Increase in lay control over religious life

· Rome’s internat’l network of church offices began to break down

· helped by growing nationalism and feelings of local competence

· rulers closed monasteries to make more money & limit control of Church
II. Martin Luther and German Reformation 

· Why Germany?

· France and England had stronger political unification – could fight underground mvmts. more easily
· HRE had over 300 states w/ local rulers looking to exploit anything for power
· Martin Luther (1483-1546)
· parents wanted him to be a lawyer but bcm a monk in 1507 after surviving a storm

· 1510 – went to Rome and saw firsthand the motivations behind the criticisms 

· Justification by Faith Alone

· Luther was plagued by his own sense of sinfulness and the perfect righteousness God required for salvation (medieval theology)

· felt the perfection God demanded could never be achieved by anyone

· developed “justification by faith” doctrine b/t 1513 and 1518

· righteousness demanded by God didn’t come from works and ceremonies

· righteousness given to those who believed and trusted in Christ
· The Attack on Indulgences

· originally, indulgences were given to Crusaders

· by Luther’s time—given regularly to laity for remission of their sins, and sins of their dead relatives stuck in purgatory

· Pope Leo X revived sale of indulgences to get $ for rebuilding St. Peter’s Basilica

· A local monk, Johann Tetzel called in to stir ppl to action

· Oct 31, 1517—Luther posted the 95 Theses on the church door of Wittenberg

· especially protested Tetzel’s preaching techniques—made ppl think they could buy off their sins

· thought Tetzel’s teachings went beyond the original purpose of indulgences

· salvation couldn’t be bought and sold!

· 95 Theses were embraced by huge amts of ppl

· Luther became famous almost overnight, and official proceedings agt him began almost immediately
· Election of Charles V
· 1519 attention turned from Luther to the vacancy in the HRE

· Maximilian I died & Charles V became HRE

· Luther’s Excommunication

· Luther began debating w/ Catholics over certain issues besides indulgences
· Luther challenged: (1) infallblty of the pope (2) inerrancy of church councils

· he appealed to the authority of scripture alone

· Luther’s new pamphlets issued 1520:

· urged German princes to force reforms on Rome

· attacked 7 traditional sacraments – only 2 needed (baptism, Eucharist)
· authority of scripture over pope

· salvation by faith alone

· June 1520 – Leo X condemned Luther for heresy; told him he had 60 days to recant

· January 1521—final bull for excommunication issued by Leo X
· The Diet of Worms

· Held April 1521 & presided over by Charles V to clear up “Luther Mess”
· when ordered to recant, Luther refused

· declared an outlaw in May 1521 (Edict of Worms) but hid out & continued writing
· Spread of the Early Reformation in Germany
· Charles V was distracted

· b/t 1521 and 1559—Spain & France fought 4 wars (Charles V also Sp. King)

· 1526 fought Turks for invading Hungary

· 1526—Charles V proclaimed each territory able to enforce Edict of Worms as they saw fit b/c he was preoccupied – gave princes more power

· German princes recognized political and economic benefits of the demise of the Church – no longer had authority over them
· soon pushed Protestantism on their holdings by laws
· by 1530s Prot’ism very political b/c ppl preparing for war ag the emperor

· The Peasants’ Revolt

· peasants initially saw Luther as an ally – preached “freedom”
· openly revolted against their masters in 1524-25

· condemned by Luther for being “un-Christian”

· Luther wasn’t a social revolutionary – urged princes to crush revolt
II. The Reformation Elsewhere

· Zwingli and the Swiss Reformation

· Switzerland was loose confederacy of 13 cantons

· some were Prot, some were Cath, others compromised

· growth of nat’l sentiment, desire for church reform

· Zwingli—strongly influenced by Erasmus

· opposed to indulgences and religious superstition

· became people’s priest in Zurich in 1519

· said whatever lacked literal support in Scripture shouldn’t be practiced

· began to question other church practices – celibacy, need for marriage
· Zurich became center of Swiss Reformation

· harsh discipline imposed

· first example of puritanical Protestantism

· The Marburg Colloquy

· Philip of Hesse tried to unite Germ/Swiss Prots (wanted a political alliance)
· Germ prince who felt only a united front could stop Caths/ Charles V

· Luther, Zwingli disagreed over Christ’s presence in the Eucharist

· Zwingli—Christ was spiritually present in the bread

· Luther—Christ was spiritually & bodily present (sacramental union)
· BTW – not transubst. where bread/wine become body/blood

· Oct 1529—Luther/Zwingli went to Philip’s castle; couldn’t work things out

· actually wound up splitting the mvmt

· Swiss Civil Wars

· civil wars in Switzerland as princes determined to be Cath or Prot

· one battle left Zwingli wounded, then executed

· treaty gave cantons right to determine religion

· Anabaptists

· The radicals of the Reformation

· many ppl became discontented—things were happening too slowly

· Anabaptists broke w/ Zwingli; led by Thomas Müntzer (also leader in Peas. Revolt)
· Anabaptist beliefs:

· rejected infant baptism for adult baptism (name means “rebaptize”)

· refusal to go to war, take oaths, or participate in secular gov’t offices

· physically separated from society to form perfect community

· rural, agrarian class came to make up majority of followers

· ancestors of Mennonites and Amish

· 1529—rebaptism became capital offense in HRE

· 1534-35—Anabaptists became majority in parts of Germany
· forced Lutherans and Catholics to convert or leave

· Prot and Cath armies united and crushed them

· future Mennonites set more moderate approach

· Antitrinitarians

· commonsense, rational, ethical religion

· strongest opponents of Calvinism – esp. original sin, predestination
· defended religious toleration

· later grew into Unitarians
John Calvin and the Genevan Reformation

· 2nd half for 16th century, Calvinism replaced Lutheranism

· John Calvin (1509-1564)
· born into a well-off family & went to school for law

· Political Revolt and Religious Reform in Geneva

· political revolution agt local prince-bishop laid foundation – late 1520s
· 1536—city voted to officially adopt Reformation

· Calvin arrived after this, and was asked to help (already fleeing persecution in Fr)
· w/in a year, Calvin had drawn up plan for church governance and catechism

· Calvin went to Strasbourg (model Prot. city) and learned how to achieve his goals

· wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion – considered to be definite theological statement of Prot. faith

· beliefs:

· predestination – God had long ago determined who would gain salvation

· individual’s responsibility to reorder society based on God’s plan

· wanted ppl to act as they believed

· Calvin’s Geneva

· 1540—Calvin invited to return to Geneva, now a theocracy
· wanted to transform society morally – show faith through action (humanistic)
· the “elect” should live in a God-pleasing way

· strict moral discipline – no fighting, swearing, dancing, elaborate dress, laughing in church
· stressed hard work, thrift – some see Calvinism as reinforcement of capitalism – capitalism became strong Prot. value

· Geneva became home to 1000s of exiled Protestants

Political Consolidation of the Lutheran Reform

· The Diet of Augsburg 
· 1530; held by Charles V – Prots/Caths met to work out settlement of rel. divisions

· Charles ordered everyone to revert to Catholicism (a Cath. himself)
· 1531—Prots responded by forming the Schmalkaldic League – defensive alliance
· issued Augsburg Confession – moderate statement of Prot. beliefs
· The Expansion of the Reformation

· 1530s—German Lutherans formed regional bodies to oversee new Prot churches

· Lutheranism thrived in Denmark and Sweden
· Poland became model of religious pluralism & toleration

· Charles V tried to force a compromise, but later turned to war
· 1547—imperial armies crushed Schmalkaldic League

· emperor issued Augsburg Interim—Prots had to readopt Cath beliefs and practices w/ very few Prot. concessions
· forced Prot leaders into exile

· The Peace of Augsburg

· Saxony switched to Prot – influential region, had been big help to Charles V
· emperor forced to relent

· 1555—Peace of Augsburg

· cuius region, ejus religio – ruler of land determines religion of the land

· focused on Lutherans; no official recognition to Calvinism or Anabaptism

· made division of Christianity permanent
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The English Reformation to 1553

· England on the Eve of Reform
· late medieval England tended to maintain rights of crown over pope

· Lollardy and humanism were abundant (Huss, Wycliffe, Erasmus)
· Tyndale—translated NT into English, which then circulated

· Henry’s chief ministers led royal opposition to Protestantism

· Henry VIII given title “Defender of the Faith” from Leo X – early on, staunch Cath.
· The King’s Affair

· 1509—Henry married Catherine of Aragon (daughter of F & I, aunt of Charles V)

· 1527—no male heir
· greatly concerned Henry who was convinced he was being punished by God

· Catherine was his dead brother’s wife (keep alliance w/ Spain)
· also, Henry was enamored of Anne Boleyn

· wanted to marry her, but couldn’t unless papal annulment

· 1527—sack of Rome – pope was prisoner of Charles V

· Charles V was Catherine’s nephew, PLUS the marriage had been in effect for 18 years and had been allowed by a papal dispensation
· Cranmer and Cromwell (Thomas) became Henry’s advisers (Lutheran)
· new idea—why not just declare king supreme in English spiritual affairs?

· The Reformation Parliament

· 1529-1536 (7 years) – series of legislation that limited the clergy

· est’d precedent—any religious changes that happened would be the monarch working w/ Parl

· 1531—Henry publicly recognized as head of church in England

· 1532—clergy under royal jurisdiction
· Jan 1533—Henry wed pregnant Anne (marriage to Cath. not annulled until March)

· 1534

· Act of Succession—made Anne’s kids the legitimate heirs

· Act of Supremacy—declared Henry the “only supreme head” of the C of E

· Thomas More refused to recognized Acts of Succession, Supremacy; was executed

· 1536, 1538—monasteries and nunneries dissolved

· Wives of Henry VIII

· A. Boleyn – 1536—executed for treason and adultery; Elizabeth declared illegitimt.
· Jane Seymour – died in 1537 in childbirth giving birth to heir, Edward VI

· Anne of Cleves – wed to create alliance w/ Prot princes due to Cromwell’s urging
· later annulled by Parl, Cromwell dismissed and executed

· Catherine Howard – beheaded for adultery in 1542

· Catherine Parr – patron of humanists and reformers; survived him

· The King’s Religious Conservatism

· Henry remained conservative in his religious beliefs – more or less Catholic
· Made only mild concessions to Protestant ideas

· forbade English clergy to marry

· Six Articles of 1539

· reaffirmed transubstantiation

· provided for private mass

· continued oral confession

· reaffirmed celibate vows

· The Protestant Reformation Under Edward VI

· Edward VI became king at age 10 (1553) & reigned under regencies

· England fully enacted Prot Ref due to regent’s wishes
· Had direct correspondence w/ Calvin

· many of Henry’s laws repealed

· 1549—Act of Uniformity – required Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer
· 1550—images and altars removed

· 1552—2nd Act of Uniformity

· revised edition of BCP

· confession of faith adopted

· justification by faith
· supremacy of Scripture

· no transubstantiation
· 2 sacraments only

· Mary I became queen in 1553

· restored Catholicism

Catholic Reform and Counter-Reformation
· Sources of Catholic Reform

· proposals for church reform occurred before the Ref

· popes said no (mindful of 15th cen. Conciliar mvmt’s check on papal pwr)
· new religious orders sprang up in 16th century – recognized by pope
· Theatines—to groom reform-minded ppl at the highest levels of church hierarchy; educated class of priests
· Capuchins—return to original ideals of St. Francis – charity; appealed to commoners; increased number of missionaries
· Ursulines—est’d convents in France and Italy; rel. education for girls of all social classes
· Spanish Mysics – revival of medieval mysticism w/ St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross 

· Ignatius of Loyola and the Jesuits- biggest new rel. order
· Society of Jesus - Jesuits
· organized by Ignatius in the 1530s; officially recognized in 1540

· Ignatius

· began studying Christian classics after wounded in battle w/ French

· took comfort in them; impressed w/ self-sacrifice, overcoming pain

· profound religious conversion – bcm soldier for Christ
· created program of religious and moral self-discipline—Spiritual Exercises
· mental and emotional exercises to gain mastery over one’s feelings

· taught Caths to deny themselves and submit to church authority inst. of breaking openly w/ Church like Prots
· helped win many Prots back to Catholicism

· The Council of Trent (1545-1563)
· Pope Paul III called meeting to reassert church doctrine

· Council spanned careers of 3 popes
· strictly under papal control (unlike Conciliar mvmt)
· internal church discipline a big topic
· selling of church offices and religious goods stopped

· bishops had to live within their dioceses to be present in ppl’s lives (preaching, visitations)
· parish priests given better image – neat dress, celibacy, education required
· no doctrinal concessions to Prots
· reaffirmed 

· good works for salvation

· authority of tradition

· 7 sacraments

· transubstantiation

· celibacy

· purgatory

· veneration of saints and relics

· indulgences

· gave more authority to Thomas Aquinas over Jansenists – settled dispute
· lay rulers initially resented the council’s decrees—afraid of return of papal pol. pwr 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Social Significance of the Reformation in Western Europe

· Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin saw themselves w/ specific civic responsibilities
· worked w/in framework of reigning pol. pwr – politically conservative
· never wanted reform outside of their societies, therefore didn’t change as much as they might have 
· Revolution in Protestant Religious Practices and Institutions 

· 15th-century Religious Life (pre-Reformation)

· clergy and the religious made up 6-8% of the urban population

· had much political and spiritual power

· church calendar regulated life

· monasteries and nunneries were impt

· clergy could marry—w/ payment of penitential fines

· ppl complained about the clergy’s special civil privileges

· 16th-century Religious Life (post-Reformation)

· few changes in politics and society

· aristocracies still governed

· rich got richer, poor got poorer

· #s of clergy fell by 1/3

· decline in #s of monasteries/convents

· church services in vernacular

· no images, shrines, relics

· Luther’s NT translation was circulated—clergy encouraged meditation

· clergy could marry, also were subject to civil law and taxes

· over ½ returned to Catholicism

· mid-16th century—1/2 of Europe was Protestant

· mid-17th century—1/5 was Protestant

· Reformation and Education

· education reforms of humanists were implemented in Prot universities
· humanist programs of studies were better for elaborating Prot doctrine

· focus on language skills, original sources, etc inst. of scholastic dialect
· Ignatius responded to Prots and humanists by saying that Caths could read the Bible directly, but only when guided by certain theologians (Lombard, Aquinas, etc.)

· Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560)
· professor of Greek at Univ of Wittenberg

· wanted to implement changes based on humanism

· opposed Scholasticism—find the answer to a question and resolve all opposition

· encourage study of history, poetry, oration other humanist areas

· joined w/ Luther to restructure Wittenberg’s curriculum

· straightforward historical study

· focus on primary sources

· Calvin and Theodore Beza (successor)
· founded Genevan Academy – bcm Univ. of Geneva
· created for training Calvinist ministers

· similar ideals of Luther and Melanchthon

· ppl came there to study (refugees) & carried Prot. ideas back to France, Scotland, Eng, New World

· spread working knowledge of Greek, Hebrew throughout the educ. of Eur.

· objections
· some ppl thought the Prots were taking over humanism

· Erasmus saw the Reformation as threat to liberal arts

· still, studia humanitatis upheld

· Women

· Prot reformers opposed monasticism and celibacy
· didn’t like the antiwoman lit of the Middle Ages – treated as “temptresses”
· praised women, but mainly as mother and housewife (typical biblical image)
· women remained subject to men, but enjoyed greater security and protection

· Prot arguments for marriage

· relief of sexual frustration

· remedy for fornication

· reformers also saw their wives as indispensable companions for help (spiritually, emotionally on top of domestically)
· Prots stressed the sacredness of home and family

· led to more respectful and sharing relationships

· expansion of grounds for divorce – came as women gained power as companions
· women now had equal right w/ men to divorce, remarry
· still based on grounds of adultery and abandonment

· encouraged education of girls—literacy in the vernacular

· to model lives after the Bible

Family Life in Early Modern Europe
· Later Marriages
· b/t 1500 and 1800 ppl got married later than their predecessors

· men—mid- to late-20s

· women—early- to mid-20s

· public vows in church and parental agreement required

· 1 in 5 women never married

· more remarriage b/c of higher mortality rates among older mothers

· premarital sex and # of illegitimate children increased

· Arranged Marriages 

· still very common
· parents met and discussed the term of the marriage

· emotional feelings increasingly respected by parents

· children could protest unwanted marriages

· Family Size

· typical families had 2-4 kids

· nuclear families typically lived in a larger household w/ inlaws, servants, etc.

· most couples had 7-8 kids

· 1/3 died by 5

· ½ died by their teens

· Birth Control

· not very effective

· condemned by Cath. church

· Loving Families?

· kids b/t age 8 and 13 were sent to apprenticeships, school, or employment

· in modern day seems odd but at time deemed necessary & loving – prepared a child for more likely future success

· spousal emotional ties were tenuous

