Unit 1:3 – Voyages of Discovery
I. New Empire in the West

A. The Portuguese 

1. Gold and Spices – main goal of age of discovery

2. Prince Henry the Navigator

a. Portuguese “father of modern exploration”

b. object was gold trade off African coast

3.  rush for gold quickly expanded to rush for spices (India)

a. Dias—rounded Cape of Good Hope (1487)

b. da Gama—reached coast of India (1498)

c. Portuguese est’d themselves to challenge control of European spice trade

B.  Spain in the New World

1. looking for shorter route to East Indies so funded Columbus (1492)

2. Vespucci and Magellan opened further lands

3. 1492 marked beginning of 300 years of Spanish conquest in America

a.   gold and silver financed Spain’s empire and conflicts back home
 4.   set up Catholicism, economic dependence, hierarchical social structure

C.  Spanish Conquistadors

1.   Aztecs

a. realm was all of central Mexico w/ capital at Tenochtitlan (Mexico City)

b. 1519—Cortés arrived w/ 500 men and ppl thought Cortés was Quetzalcoatl
c. Cortés and Moctezuma started talking – Moc. offered gifts to go away
d. Spain took over Aztecs w/ help of rivals by 1521
e. Cortés claimed New Spain

2.   Incas

a. Inhabited highlands of Peru

b. 1532 – Pizarro landed w/ 200 men

c. called Atahualpa to a mtg, then ambushed him and killed his men

d. eventually killed him and took Cuzco, the capital

3.   effects/implications

a. spread of disease killed Natives – esp. smallpox

b. whole civilizations were destroyed

c. begin South America’s transformation into Latin America

D.  The Church

1.   priests often accompanied conquistadors

a. wanted to convert Natives to Christianity, also civilize them

b.   Bartolomé de Las Casas 

· priest/plantation owner who decided Nat. labor practices were wrong
· detailed vivid reports for king of Sp. to protest encomiendas system

· Sp. passed new laws forbidding enslavement of Natives                   

c. Most weren’t so nice, though b/c church eventually prospered and took land

E. The Economy

1.   3 components: mining, agriculture, & shipping

2.   Mining

a. gold at first, then silver was more profitable

b. crown got 1/5 of the revenues – perpetuated monopoly of mines

3.   Agriculture

a. hacienda—large landed estate owned by peninsulares or creoles

b. plantation farming – mainly sugar cane
4.   Labor Servitude

a. Native labor provided main source labor

b. Encomiendas system
· Sp. gov’t granted peninsulares and creoles right to labor of Natives

· declined by mid 16th c. (fears of owners too powerful, inhumane)

c.   repartimiento replaced encomiendas
· adult male Natives had to commit certain # of days annually to labor 

· extremely harsh b/c it was short amount of time

d.   black slavery – eventually replaced all other labor

· Spain and Port had both used African slaves in Europe

· had to replace w/ black slaves b/c native pop. depleted; Eurs. had

developed strong immune systems, while Natives didn’t

F.   Impact on Europe

1.   European intellectuals became skeptical

a.   if ancient wisdom about geography was wrong, what else was?

2. ppl condemned treatment of Natives

3. contact b/t different ppls of the world led to start of globalization

4. new influx of spices, metals made prices rise, while wages didn’t

5. Gave Eur. something new to fight over!

6. Laid groundwork for mercantilism – basing economy on stores of gold/silver

