Unit 1:1 - The Late Middle Ages
I. The Hundred Years’ War and the Rise of National Sentiment

A. Causes of the War (May 1337-October 1453)
1. A Vacant Throne

a. Edward III of England claimed throne of France when Charles IV died w/o male heir (tied to French throne through mother)
b. French nobles chose Charles IV’s cousin, Philip VI of Valois 

· begin new French dynasty that ruled until 16th century
2. Personal Vendettas – turned war into struggle for identity
a. England, France both emerging powers too close to each other

b. arguments over control of Flanders (Netherlands)
· was a French fief

· close to Eng. b/c of cloth industry—depended on wool from Eng. 
B. France’s Overall Weaknesses
1. Plusses - 3x the pop, wealthier than England, home field advantage

2. BUT, most battles ended in English victory

a. b/c of internal issues—social conflicts, etc.

1. France struggling to make transition from feudal to “modern” state

2. France used poor financial policies 
3. Estates General (made of townsppl, nobles) levied taxes, inc. own rights
b.  English military superiority - disciplined
1. longbow – could kill at 200 yards
c.  Mediocre royal leadership

   C.   War

            1. 3 phases – (1) Eng. advances (2) Eng. in control of both thrones (3) French rally


    behind Joan of Arc 1429 & push Eng. back

2. by 1453 England out of France

   D.   Consequences
1. war had 68 years of nominal peace and 44 of war

2.   devastated France but awakened French  nat’lism; 
3.   France transitioned from feudalism to centralized state

4.   encouraged England to develop own clothing industry and foreign markets

      5.   peasants suffered most b/c carried biggest tax, service burden (as always)
II. The Black Death
        A.  Preconditions and Causes

1. 9/10 of ppl worked land; more arable land (3 field system) = more food, = more ppl

d. Europe’s pop doubled b/t 1000 & 1300 – by 1300 began to outstrip food production

e. avg European could expect at least 1 period of extreme hunger in their life (35 yrs) 

f. 1315-1317—crop failures caused greatest famine of Middle Ages

g. overpopulation, famine and bad health made Europeans vulnerable

h. bubonic plague struck full force in 1348

a. Black Death – called b/c of the way it discolored the body
b. prob introduced by rats from Black Sea areas by trade from Asia to Europe

c. entered Europe through Venice, Genoa and Pisa—1348

· then swept through Spain and southern France, into northern Europe

· areas outside major trade routes virtually unaffected

e. highly contagious; often reached lungs, where it could be spread through sneezing

f. full recovery not until 16th century only after 2/5 pop (some say more)
B.  Popular Remedies

      1.  ppl didn’t know how to treat it, nor did they know how to explain it



   a.  inspired obsession w/ death and depression that lasted for a long time afterwards


      2.  blamed on corruption in the atmosphere, poisonous fumes released by earthquakes


      3.  remedies used:

a. wearing of amulets

b. practicing moderation, temperate life—calming influence 
c. sexual promiscuity high in stricken areas (you’re dying anyway so why not?)
d. fleeing or living in seclusion – Boccaccio’s Decameron
e. flagellants—religious fanatics who beat themselves in penance until they bled;
hoped for divine intervention; spread terror & eventually outlawed
f. Jews cast as scapegoats – pogroms common (organized riots against Jews)
         C. Social and Economic Consequences

1. whole villages vanished – caused labor supply to shrink
2. Farms Decline

a. # of farm laborers decreased, therefore wages increased (esp. skilled artisans)
b. agricultural prices fell (lower demand), manufactured goods rose

c. noble landowners – suffered (economically) b/c had to pay more for labor, products, lost power & value of estates declined
f. some landowners turned land into sheep pastures (profitable wool industry)
g. others leased land out or sought to bind peasants to farms w/ legisltn /wage freezes

            i.    France—taille (direct tax on peasantry) increased
         D. Cities Rebound – Benefits of the Plague
1. cities came to prosper from effects of plague

2. industry boomed b/c ppl wanted best goods b/c death was at hand
a. workers encouraged to migrate to cities to learn new trades

         E. New Conflicts and Opportunities

1. local trade guilds’ power grew as demand for goods and services grew

2. merchant class had to give guild leaders a voice in gov’t

3. nobility and church wound up on the defensive – plague affected all levels of society
a. kings took advantage of the situation to take more power from nobles
b. many members of clergy died b/c of plague
III.  The Late Medieval Church
        A.  The Thirteenth Century Papacy – late med. papacy became less spiritual and more secular
1. plenitude of power – allowed Pope to declare saints, created centralized papal monarchy
w/ political mission—weakened church spiritually
2. Papacy est’d law court for papacy (secularization)
         B.  Rome’s interests came to control the church and affect rest of Europe
                  1.  Eng./France were emerging as monarchies, centralizing pwrs 
                  2.  Pope saw Fr/Eng taxation of clergy as violation of clerical rights (they did it to prepare 
for possible war w/ each other
                  3.  Pope forbade clerical taxation w/o prior papal approval – started major prob. w/ France
a.  Fr. king retaliated by forbidding the sending of money from France to Rome
      1. left Pope no choice but to allow king to tax the clergy in “emergency”

                              2. went back on this when king arrested a pwrfl bishop; king led antipapal campaign

       4.  Unam Sanctum (1302) – papal bull issued by Pope
a. proclaimed temporal power as “subject” to spiritual power of church

b. Fr. King’s chief minister denounced Pope as a heretic

                                    1. army showed up and almost beat Pope to death, but the public demanded he

    be returned to Rome – ended Papacy threatening kings
c. A later Pope said Unam Sanctum should not be thought of as diminishing royal authority
        C.  The Avignon Papacy – began 1309
                  1. Papacy moved to Fr. to escape problems in Rome and remained there until 1377

                  2. Accordingly, papacy under great Fr. influence

3.  Popes had to expand papal taxes b/c cut off from funds in Rome

      4. Began practice of selling indulgences – pardons for unrepented sins
a. developed doctrine of purgatory to pressure ppl to buy indulgences
                  5. Most popes worked to keep papacy in Avignon & in line w/ the French
a.    became lobbyists for policies that their patrons wanted & grew wealthy
      6.  many countries became opposed to the Avignon Papacy, esp. Eng (papacy in France 

           during Hundred Years’ War)
a. passed laws to limit clerical privileges         

        D.  John Wycliffe (Eng.) and John Huss (Jan Hus of Bohemia) – precursors to Prot. Revolution
            1.  supported reduced power of papacy

                  2.   argued for clerical poverty

                  3.   personal merit as basis for religious authority
                  4.  wanted vernacular translations of Bible

                  5.  critical of traditional ceremonies (exp: questioned transubstantiation)
IV. The Great Schism and the Conciliar Movement
  A.  Papacy in Rome reestablished 1377

      1.  ended what became known as “Babylonian Captivity”

                  2.  short-lived, though; later popes called for a return to Avignon
         B. Fr. king announced support of a schism (split in Church)—the Great Schism

                  1. 1378—Fr. cardinals elected cousin of king as pope

                  2.  began two papacies supported by countries on opposite political lines
                           a. England and allies supported Roman Pope 

                           b. France and allies supported cousin Pope
                  3.  Roman recognized as genuine by Church but each Pope considered himself legitimate

  C. Conciliar Theory of Church Government

1.  developed during this time; was an idea to form a council to regulate actions of pope 
2.  Cociliarists said Church was whole body whereas pope was one person

3.  pope’s sole purpose was to maintain unity of church, which wasn’t happening

4.  Series of 3 councils acted w/ greater authority than pope alone

       a. The Council of Pisa (1409-1410) – elected a 3rd pope, deposing the Roman/ Fr. ones
       b. The Council of Constance (1414-1417) – held b/c now groups w/in the Church
            recognized both Roman and Pisan popes (none outside of Fr. recognized Fr. Pope)

· council elected new Pope after the other 3 resigned or were deposed

· made provisions for regular meetings

· ended Great Schism

                          c. The Council of Basel (r. 1431-1449) - negotiated church doctrine w/ “heretics” 
                        (followers or Wycliffe/Hus) and restored papal prestige

            5. Con. Theory further secularized Papacy b/c introduced governing body to Church      
