The FRQ: A Step by Step Guide
The purpose of the Free Response Question is to test your knowledge of the subject and to evaluate your ability to write persuasively to prove a point. You will write 2 essays total and be given a choice of 6: 3 will be from pre-French Revolution/Napoleonic period and 3 will be from the post-French Revolution/Napoleonic period. You will choose 1 from each category. FRQ grading is on a 0-9 scale and is less strict than DBQ grading but there are a few main things readers are looking for in your essay:
1. Solid thesis 

2. Addresses all parts of the prompt/question
3. Supports the thesis with specific evidence

4. Is well organized
Step 1 – Understanding the Question

· Just as in the DBQ, make sure to fully understand the prompt. Pay attention to the verbs which are the same as those used in the DBQ. 
· Here are some common prompt verbs. See your DBQ packet for further reading about these.
· Analyze
· Assess

· Evaluate

· Compare/Contrast

· Describe

· Make sure to pay attention to the time period given and any specific people, places, or events, listed in the prompt so that you stay on task.

· For example, a few years ago, a prompt required students to discuss the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe during the 19th century and a common mistake was for students to write a lot about Hitler, a figure of the 20th century. It would have been fine to make a few connections to Hitler in the conclusion, just not in the body paragraphs.

· Make sure to note if it’s a double-issue prompt that requires you to analyze 2 things such as successes and failures.

Step 2 – Writing the Thesis

· The thesis is a major part of the scoring – therefore, it is of great importance.

· Remember, just as in the DBQ, a thesis is NOT a rewording or restating of the prompt/question.
· Think of your thesis as a mini-outline to your paper. It should include:

· A limited, specific topic – a specific reference to the prompt

· An attitude – taking a stand

· An indication of direction – topics you’re going to cover essay

· If you want to see a good example thesis, look in your DBQ Step-by-Step Guide
· It’s a single-issue prompt, you need 3 topics; if it’s a double-issue prompt, you need 4 topics (2 for each – for example, 2 success and 2 failures)

Step 3 – Outlining Your Essay

· After you’re happy with your thesis (don’t start until you are!) outline your body paragraphs. 

· Make brief notes of the main topic of each paragraph and the subtopics you’ll cover. List all people, places, things, dates, battles, laws, etc. that come to mind about the topic. 

· Make sure to do this before writing because it will ensure that you stay on topic and that you don’t leave out any important facts you know. 

· You can edit your list of facts along the way as you watch your time but making a list of them will allow you to pick the most important ones on which to focus. You will likely end up with more than 2 per paragraph but that’s what you should shoot for as a minimum
· Example outline:

Thesis – w/ 3 main topics
Main topic 1 –


Major Fact 1 – 


Major Fact 2 –

Main topic 2 –


Major Fact 1 – 


Major Fact 2 – 

Main topic 3 –

Major Fact 1 – 

      
Major Fact 2 – 
Step 4 – Writing the Essay

· Think of the FRQ as nothing more than a glorified 5 paragraph essay







What you DON’T have to do:
· No POV’s are required!

· No documents to analyze

What you DO have to do:

· Tell every last detail of what you know about the subject

· Organize it – it can’t be a jumbled list of facts

· Have a strong thesis connected to main points

· Give a balanced amount of time on each part of the prompt, especially if it’s a double-issue one
Discuss


Explain


Identify


To what extent








Introduction Paragraph – a few sentences to introduce your topic; start broad then narrow to the thesis





2-4. At least 3 body paragraphs that 


       detail your main thesis topics and 


       all of the subtopics you’ve 


       included in your brainstorming 


       lists. Start each body paragraph 


       with a solid topic sentence.





Conclusion – only if there’s time! 


      Start narrow and then broaden. If 


      you can’t add anything new, 


      though, don’t waste time restating 


      the intro.
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